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TH of God on my behilf, adding thereanto 
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of that the ſame fire that burnt np the 
in ſtanding Corn of wy creature-comforts, 
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re of my creature-delights and loves, that 
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Courteous Reader, | 

r Here being through ſome ill circumſtances, ſuch a mis |}, 
| ſake bench if the brinting of theſe Papers, which I 
cauſed a confuſion not to be 2frerward helpt by the pla- 
eing of them: thou art deſired to take notice, that after thoſe 
N 1 Curſe God and Die, page 31. ſhould have followed the | 


| word 

{ ſecond Reaſon, which-is now co be found in the madd of 
Fpag. 43. and fo the ſenſe is continued to pag. 102. after 
Which comes in the Application, pag. 31. to pag, 43. where 
che firſt Diſcourſe is concluded with thoſe words, Whoſoeyer = 
werb, hath not ſeen him, nor known bim. I ſhall ſuppoſe 
Fthy candour ſuch as ro excuſe this trouble thou art 62." - 
pily ro, which I have done hat I could to leſſen by 
thi Nettes and Direction; and ſhould but increaſe it by any 
her Apology for a fault, which now admits not of 4 
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| age 33 Jiee 29 for the, read 4: J. 20 for 4, r. the: p 15 
. fer ſe, r to: p. 461.8. put in hold f: and l. 9. blot 
our here: p. 68. I. 7. for had, r. bath: p. 81. I. 2 for act, 
read art; and I. Alt. for promiſes, r. premiſes : p. 85. I. 4. for 
Lon, x. : p. 125. I. 4 for more, r. meer: p. 136. I. 9. bloc 
writ: p 157: I. 22, for it, r. Chriſt: p. 133. I. 15. for the, 
. r: p. 214, I. 12. for them, r. hin. 7% 
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are duties pro hic nunc, us the ſeaſon re- 
| 1 there are ſome ſpe- 
riours required at our hands in 
the time of our l Aon: And theſe both 
ards our ſelves, as ſelf · examination, 
ing, renewing of repentance, &cc. 
ds men, 3 compaſſion, 
inſtructing warning, comſorting, &c. 
3. Towards God, as we ſhall —.— 
An a ſſucted condition doch call for ſome 
mite eſpecial rempers and behaviours to- 
' wards our ſelve: — others: But theſe 
am not unto from this Text. It is 
ing God, behaviour towards | 
converſing with bim, that my Text | 
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truly live below their own Rente 26 
doth that knows no higher good chef fo 
and rayment,; no higher empla 
to toil all bis dayes in a ditch. For 
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not all; This duty is not Ex. 
hind; of a wicked man, but out of his reach 
too. Neither cas be know bim, ſaich the 
Apoſtle to the Coriatbians; and again to 
2 Neither — be be fabjett 
tobim, Can tus walk tog: exvepe 

be agreed? faith the probe.) 2 
walk with God, doen vor Pg 1259 
be be reconciled to him 7 And what 
ment, but by a Mediator 2 What 
between God and man bur Chriſt Jeſus, 
who is a Mediator, as the Logicians call a 
medium participationis, who: i God man? 
In the word, ſome converſe- with 
ins world, and ſome with another, 
noted before; bar all converſe —— | 
and mainly with the creature, thacarevor 
2 pw by Grace , reconciled * 

iſt. 
4. I it the duty of man in all ages if %, 

at all times, ers places, . | 5 * 
to con ur ſe with Ged, It is a neceff ry; 
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apt to give to our ſelves many relaxations 


from it. The fitſt fraits, nay, the very 


early buds If the tender ſaul, and of che 
ſptinęi facylcies t e are due to God, 
and oug en to him, Berl. 
12. 1. Remember vom thy Creator inn 


dapes of thy youth. Manhood is not allowed 
ſo to attend: unto cure: and exploits, nor 


old age to pain grieis, as c neglect 
cogverſe with . Bur whether young 


men build or plant, fight or ſtudy: or work, } 


or marry, or manage the affairs of the 
houſe or of the field, all ſnonld be ugder- 
taken and carrved on in a Vol converſe 
And fellowſhip with God: or whether old 
men fic and muſe and meditate, or lye un- 
der the pains and grievances of decrepit 
age, {till it ougbt to be in the Lord. Nei- 
ther goth this duty admit of interruption, 
po more than of ceſſation : There is no 
dilpenlation g wen us from this duty. as in 
N Ae in no nne As we 
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2 we co ſive a moment 
God ia the word. We ought conunua: 
ſo endeayvour to walk in ubſer v 

and conver ie wich Gad, yea end N 
may be in a feeling cone le with 
Holy- David wirne ſſech of, bim 


eyes, and chat he du continually, converſe 
with God, for ſo thoſe word m be, un- 
derſtood, Pſal, 73. 23. Lan cont;nnally 
with: thee, The like is recarded of many 
orber Saints both in the Old and New 
 Teſtamems/; concerning, whom one may 
well ſay as che: Queen of Sheba concern- 
ing the ſervants of Selowion, and. wich 
much better reaſon (1 King 10, 8.) Hap» 
ve theſe thy ſervants (O Lord) which 
Hana contennally before thee | Neither is ãt 
the duty of ſome few men, that have the 
greateſt knowledge or the molt leaſore, 
For it ſprings up out of the relation fa 
creature, and out uſ the very nature ofthe ' 
rational ſoul ; ſo that no ſoul of man is 
exempted from it, however many igno: 
rant and profane perſons live tathet in a 
profeſſed independance upon God. New 


Ft | 


— 8 . . * 4 | P 2 ; : = 
— wo 4 1 K Y . $4 . 5 w « E Vw penn * — 


D 


fear of God was conmually dean ho | 3 


ther is it a ducy-only upon ſuppoſition of = . 


* q * * * a 


lesſure and iretdum rom ot id buſineſs, _ © 
t | 8 2 as” '- a 
& . " RT... 


1 


Fon wes ny — 


that ploughs in the field z yea they that go 
. Ses in 3 to go 
oo hf nnto heaven in their 
| ly to con rſe with the clouds ( which 
[ they often do, but above them too. A 
mal iel and a beart full of heaven 
may well ſtand d together - For as this duty 
juſlles out no honeſt buſineſs, ſo neither 
ſhould it ſelf be juſtled ont byany. And. as 
this high & excellent duty igrecsto all ages 
und times and perſons, io it agrees to all 
conditions too: poor men do think that 
. rich men may well do it, and rich men 
4 . rthinkchsc poor men had need todo it: pro- 
ſperity thioks it bath better things to mind 
than a God; and adverſity knows it bath 
worſe chings, but it muſt mind them: 
plenty is too full to entertain him, and po- 
verty hath enough to do to bear up under 
its own burden: learning knows bow, but 
will not; ignorance ſayes it would, but 
knows nde bow; but netwithſtandin all 
this ſhuffling. che obligation to this duty 
EP got : None ſo high 8s to be yy 
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gave Harl a preſent of gold and precious 
ea- | things, to hire him to depart from him 
me 2 King. 12. 18. Oh cheq they will on an 
to | doany thing; yea, circumciſe their lives, 
m, | 35 Zipporah circumciſed her Son, Exgd. 
ig: | 4 25. to eſcape. the hands of an 
he God. Every one will converſe with Go 
ur as an enemy in time of extremity ; hang 
he out a flag for peace, ſend preſents, pay 8 
ne | bomage, ſend Embaſſadors to entreat hi 
nd face: But few know how to converſe wit 
ke | the Goodaeſs and Mercy of God, with him 
or | ascheir dear and only friend in a time of 
ty affl & on, freely and chearfully. Ng 
he there ſeemy to be a double account to 
IO Seen of mens not converſing with the 

Goo ineſs and Mercy of God in the time of 
l, afflictions. 


{t 1. Many cannot believe the Mercy and 
ac |. Kindneſs of Gad, when he is in the A N 
Judt went. If it be ſo, why am T huge 


1 
d | cryes che poor ſoul, itrugling poder ſts 
r | burden, andcravelling in pangs to he de- 
g livered of irs griefs. Thus uabeljevingly = 
n | argues Gidegn {who was otherwiſe famays 
h for faith) in the time of his bitter handage 
* under the Midianites, Judg. 6, 13, when 
an Angel from Heaven was ſent to aſſure 
* G 3 bim 
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bim of the 
be could not entertain the news, nor be- 
lieve the report, becauſe of the anguiſh of 


his ſoul; but cryes out, Oh wy Lord, if the 


Lord be with , why i all tos evil befallen 
No, the Lord hath forſ ken us; ſor 
bath delivered us into the hands of the 
Midianiten. The (ad ſoul is ready to cry 
concerning Chriſts gracious preſence, as 
the two Siſters concerning bis perſonal pre- 


ſence, John 11. 21, 32. Lord, if thou hasft 


been here, my Brother had not-dyed : Lord, if 
thou hadſt been here, if thou badſt lo cd 
me, if thou hadſt had any delight in me, 
my Brother had not dyed, my Husband, 
my Wiſe, my Children had not dyed, I had 
not been thus plagued, afflicted, wourded, 
rormented as Iam. Hence we have thofe 
many complaints of the 8MiRed ſoul, up 
and down the Pſalms , Hath the Lord for- 
gotten 10 be Fre ? Is his "Mercy clean 
gone? Hath he font up by tender Mertics 
in anger ? and many ſuch like. The ſmart 
of our ſenſes, is apt to pervert the judg. 
ment of our minds; and the ſenſe of bodi- 
ly evils, is ready to deſtroy all ſenſe of the 
Infinite and Unchangeable Goodneſs and 
Love of God. Now this great evil ſeems 


to ariſe from theſe two cauſes, viz; ou 
teu 


good will of God towards him, 


| meaſuting of Ged'and bis 


n 
* 7 
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Divine ppl. 
ont, by our ſelves and humane paſſions and 
ffections, xs I hinted before: And our 
mea ſuring the Love of God too much by the © 
proportion that he gives us of worlaly froſpe-' 
rity. Woeto him in a day of diſtreſs, that 
was wont to judge of Divine Love by the 
things that are before him, as Solomon calls: 
the things of this world. Eccleſ. 9 1. This, 
I-ſzy, is the temper, the infit mii y of many 
in che time of affl ddions: though indeed 
there be no reaſon for ir, For why-ſhould 
we canclude barſhi'y concerning Job upon 
the dunghil}, any more than we would con- 
clude charitably concerning 4bab-on the 
Throne? Beſides, che Scripture teache h 
exprelly; that the Love of God doth ſtand 
with correction, P/al. 89. 33. I will 
viſit his in:quity, but my loving kindneſs 
WII not take from bim: Nay, it ſeems 
as if it could not well ſtand without it, 
Heb. 12.6. Whom the Lord leveth, be cha- 
feneth, and ſcourgeth every Son whom be 
receiv: th. 

2. Others do indeed believe the .Good- 
neſs and Mercy of God to them in a time 
of affliction, hut eiter they cannot, or date 
not, or will not converſe with it, nor take 
Amfort in it. Tbey remember God wu 
| G 4 the 


- 


- ** * 
=” Fas- « id. 
. ins * - . o 
* o 


: 


_ Bm 
— ——— — p 2 — —— — 4 ˙ ˙———— — * — 
n py 
* « * 2 - 
_ 


r 
11 


323 — 
* = 


* , q 9 9 5 C * F N p 
„ UE >. l n « - g \ 
| », * * 0 * < = : 1 
— * 
; to the P 
* 


the Pſalmiſt , P/al. 77. 3. 5.e. the Good - 


neſs, Bounty, Merey of God (faith Afolle- 
rw) and yet at the ſame time are troabled; 


| . their hearts are unquiet, fluctuating, tu- 
| —— multuous within them. The foul is fo im- 


preſt with che ſenſe of fin which it bath 
contraſted from the confideration of its 
ſufferings; that it dare not preſume to 
meddle with Mercy; but though this Mer- 

of God be its own, yet is ready to think 

at it is a duty to forſake its own Mercies , 
as though it heard God chiding it in the 
words of ebe to forams ſcout, 2 King. 
9.18. What haſt than to do with peace? 
What haſt thou to do with: Mercy ? tar» 


n bebind me. An afflicted foul hath much 


adoe to believe it to be a duty to converſe 
with the Goodneſs and Love of God in a 
time of affliction. It eaſily agrees to con- 
verſe with the Juſtice, Holineſs, and Power 
of God indeed; but thinks it very impro- 
per, and onſeaſonable , if not unſafe, to 
converſe with his Mercy. It is ready to 
cry with Solomon preſently, In the day of 
proſperity rejoyce, but in the day of adverfit 
confider : or with che Apoſtle, 1f any be 75 
flited, let him pray; if be be merry, let him 
pints. Converfing with the Good- 
of God ſeems not to be a duty of this 


ſeaſon. 
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duty. Every ſmatterer in Religion will 
cry out in bis a fl. tion, Thou art juſt and 
righteous, O Lord : But, Thou art good 
and merciful: Bleſſed be the name of the 
Lord, is the voice of a fob only, Fob 1. 27. 
But it is a duty, though a hard one; and 
affording much pleaſure and contentment 
to them that are exerciſed therein. That 


the kindneſs and benignity of God doth 


not fail; that his Love is not broken off 
ſrom his people; no, nor ſuſpended neither, 
when he a fflicts chem moſt, is moſt certain. 
For, though he workerh changes, in and 


upon us, yet himſelf is eternally and un- 


changeably the ſame, r. 1. 17. And, 
though ſome of his dealings towards His 
people ſeem to be rough and ſevere, yet 
if we judge rightly of them, they are all 
Mercy and Truth towards them that keep 


bis Covenant, Pſal. 25. 10. And that the 


people of God ought to converie with this 
Divine Love- and Mercy even in their 
greateſt afflictions, is 28 clear : To this pur. 
poſe I might alledpe the fort quoted ex- 


ample of holy 70h; and might enforce th 


Doctrine from the Apoſtles words, Phil: 
4. 4. and Jam. 1. 2. Connt it all joy when 
Je fail into divers temprations ; and from 

| many 


bigh and bard 


ſeaſon. 1 confeſs this is'n 
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many good Rraſont too, if it were needful. 
know indeed chat it is a hard thing to keep | d. 
up a right frame towards, and converſe M 
rightly with the Righteouſceſs, and Good- 
3 nels of God at the fatre time; the one. it, 
frame is ready to juſtle out the other. Sor- fr 
row is apt to contract the heart, and de- 21 
ſtroy the large and chearful temper of it: le 
And joy doth dilate and enlarge it, and is St 
ready to make it forget its grief: Bur, de 
though it be hard, ye it is poſſible + Theſe pe 
two may well conſiſt in the ſame ſoul, ac- t 
cording to that in Pſal 2. 11 — Ke jeyce th 
with tie mblixg. ä ſt 
But how muſt we converſe with the Of 


Love and Mercy of God in che time of af- in 
fl ct ons d I have partly prevented my ſelf vi 
in this already; but I ſhall ſpeak a little th 
more diſtinctly of it. We do not then 7 
converſe with the Goodneſs and Mercy of Fe 
God; when we barely think of ir, or ac- of 
knowledpe it : Bur 

1. When we believe and apply it, and take 
to our ſelves the comforts of iti. When we 
lock chrough the clouds that are round | vi 
about us, and quite cover us, and by the o 
eye of ich behold the Fountain and Fither | w 
of Light: when we can look beyond che 
frowas that are n his face,and the Rod bat 
* | 2: is 
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1 is in h Shand, and ſee the nn wil char 
p dweils in the heart of God towards us. 
e More eſpecia ly 
- 2. When we do not only ſer and be] eve 
e it, but alſo draw virtue and ir fluences down 
from it into our ſ6u's, to eſtabliſh. ſettle, 
- nd ſa isſie them. Not ſo much when we 
: ſee it, as when we taſte it; when we feeirt e 
5 Sun of Righteouſneſs. warm us, though it 
1 do not dazle us; and though we cannot 
e perceive it to ſhine upon us, yet we fird it 
. to ſhine in us. We do then converte.:with 
e the Love and Mercy of God in ath #Miched 
ſtate, when the ſame doth bear pp, noc 
e only from utter fic king; but even trom 
- inordinate forrowing ; when..we draw a 
f virtue from it ino our ſouls to ſuſtain 
e them, yea and to cher iſh tbem too, Thus 


7 Fob comforts bitt{elf in his living Redeemer, 
f Fob 19. 25 and the Plalmiſt.in the Mercy 
- of God, even whben he wis resdy to flip, 
Pſal. 94. 18. 10 In the multitude of 
; my thong his within me, thy comforts delight 
e my ſoul. In a word, we converie with D 
. 1 Goodneſs, hen we fre ben ly wat med 
e | withit, and with Almighty Love, when 
r we tejoyce i in it, and can with boly ventu- 
e rouſneis,, and humble confidence, chrow 
0 our ſelves + into the very boſore of . 
«hen a 
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when. we receive impreſſions of ic from 
the Spirit of God, and are thereby molded 
into a temper fuicable to ir, and becoming 
it. Far then indeed do we moſt happily 
converſe with the Love and Goodnels of 
God, when we for our part do live upon it; 
when we being aſſured of an intereſt in a 
loving and good God, do render up our 
ſelves alſo unto him, in the moſt beautiful 
and becoming affections of Love, Joy, Con- 
ſidence, and holy Delight. This is an ex- 
cellent frame; and, ſure I am, it is much 
for our intereſt, thus to converſe with God 
in the time of cur afflictions. It is a high 

way of glorifying God, and bringing much 
credit to Religion: And indeed be chat 
keeps up this frame, can be afflicted but in 
part; he ſcapes the greater half of the evil: 
For though it be never ſo ſtormy a. time 
without him, a ſtorm upon his bouſe, upon 
his goods, upon bis relations, yea upon 
his own body; yet it is a calm day within; 
= the ſoul there is peace and tranquil- 
ity. | 
Laſtly (and indeed eyerlaſtingly too) 
we are to converſe with the Infinite, ſelf- 
Jafficient Fulneſs of God in a day of the 
teateſt extremity :; that is, as if I ſhould 
| my not with any one ſingle Atttibute, but 
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with the very godhead of God,theimmenle * 

—_— of God, the Allneſs of the 
- Deity. Oh how ſea ſonably doth this bleſ- 

ſed object preſent its ſelf to the ſoul in a 

time of afflictions, loſſes, morcalities, per- 
> ſecutions, when we art moſt emptied of 
creature-enjoyments, and the emptineſs 
ful of them doth moſt appear ! for upon theſe 
9 two doth our converſing with God mueh 
depend. I need not tell you how apt we 

4 are to live beſide God, when we have our 
1 4 fill of creature. delights; whilſt we can en- 
0 tertain our hearts with a created ſweerneſs, 
on we fooliſhly forget and neglect the ſupreme 
» good. And ſo fond and unreaſonable is 

b this affection, that no warnihgs, no pre- 
cepts will ſerve the turn; God is forced to 
break that off from us, from which we 
* would not be broken. Sure I am, the bleſ- 
on fed and bonntiful God envyes not bis ſer- 


300 vants any of their creature · comſorts or de- 
Th lights; but he loves them (as I faid defore) 


with a ſtrong and powerful love, and will 

not ſuffer them to live ſo much to their 
2 loſſes, as they do, when they ſpend nob e 
1 aſſections upon trafifitory things, in the 
« q everlaſting enjoyment of which they could 
* never be happy. Now afflictions are a 
negative, if we ſpeak properly, even as fin 


is; 
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4 A4Welcometo the Plague.” | 
„N and whenever we are 2M cted in any 
kind, we are emp ied of ſome created good 
as poverty is nothing but the abſence of righ 
riches, fickneſs-the want of eaſe, of order, | *** 
of health in the conſtitu. ion; reſtraint is e 
the loſs of liberty, &c. So then it appears, webe 
that in a time ot affliction, God is empty 14 
ing us of e eature enjoy ment; for indeed | ©P* 
affl. &i on it ſeif is little or nothing elle but cha 
ſuch an emptyicg or deprivation, And that JU 

then the emprineſs of the creature doth me. 
moſt appear, 1 ſuppoſe all ill grant. The I 4. 
ſick perſon looks upon his decayed ſtrength, 
and withering members, and is feelingly || © 
convinert of the truth of the Scripture, Fu 
— All Hi graſs. Another caſts about I *® 
hs eyes with Sampſon, and ſees beaps upon 50 
htaps, and cryes out like one that feels the 
weight of his own words, Chitdheod and tec 
oui are vanity: or alas bow ſoon is the 


a: fire of ones eJes taken away with a ſtroke ! ne 
Anotber ſees bis goods carryed away be- | "* 
tore his face; and his houſe on fire before ** 
dis eyes, and then cryes out, that he bath a 1 


real proof of the yanity of thoſe things, 
which, Solomen had long ago obſerved, M 
Prov. 23.5. Riches take themſelves wings Ju 
4d fly away 4 an Eagle towards Heaven. 
— Whuit we lee the creatures ſtand, we will 
2 ö not 
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not believe but they are ſtable; whilſt we 

{> I ſee them fair an Fouriſhing, We cannot 
f | rightly lay to heart the withering nature 

. ot them: but when we ſee them cat down, 

4 ve do then conclude they were but flowers, 

when we ſee them flirting we conclude they 

„ are ſbadow: when God porrs them our 

4 upon the ground, we are then convinced 

air chat they were unſtable as waters Te ſhew 

ac Jus what the beſt of our creacure-enjoy- 

h ments are, God is forced to take them 

de quite away, that they be no more. 

h Now then ia ſuch a caſe, at ſuch a time, 
ly converſe with the Infinite, ſel'-ſufficient 
e, Fulneſs of God, Oh nowic is ſeaſonable; 
ae now it is your duty; nay now it will be 
on | your greateſt policy ! If that chanel, that 
he creature- chanel be ſtopt, in which your af- 
nd ections were wont to run too freely , turn 
he ¶ the ſtream of them into their proper cha- 
nel in which they may run treely , and 
'e. neither ever meet wich obſtruction, nor 
re | ever overfl..w, Let your ſoul grow up in- 
na | £9acquuinrance and union with God by 
Ps, creature-breaches and diſappointments. 


; More particularly, cor verſe with the ſelf- 

* ju ffictent Fulneſt of God A 

4 ' 5 ' 7 

. 1. By the act of Creature. tnyal. The 

Ne eying oi an infinite, adiolute, uncreared \ 
11% oh 
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Fulneſs in a right maqper. takes off the in 
ſoul from all created objects, earthly a: 
things: even as the bebolding of the Sun 
in its glory, dazles the eye to all things be- fe 
low. God becomes ſo great in the eye of lo 
the ſon), that it cannot fee the poor mores | kr 
of worldly comforts. Give a'foul a feeling G 
taſte of che infinite ſweetneſs and fulneſs of at 
the fountain, and its chirſt after the poor cr 
paddles of the world is preſently abated, Þ w 
if not perſc&ly quenched according to th 
that of our Saviour, ob. 4. 14. Whoſcever Þ ſp 
ſauil drink of the water that I ſhall give him, Y lil 
Hull newer thirſt , that is, not after any ye 
other thing. Like unto which is that ne 
Goſpel promiſe, /a. 49. 10.qthey ſhall th 
not thirit, who do enjoy theſe ſprings of co 
water. When chis fountain is opened in / 
the eye of the ſoul, and the foul begins to w. 
taſte of it, it longs to drink deeper of that  7f 
indeed; bur as for all other waters, waters F. 
of the Ciſtern, the ſoul looks upon them as an 
4 not being, or at leaſt as being bitter, was | m 
* — ters of Marah in compariſon ; we do then G 
truly converſe with the infinite, felf- Hi 
ſufficient Fulneſs of God, when we look Al 


upon all created good with a noble dildain, Y pr 

are content to part with it or if we do in 

ſtill enjoy it, are reſolved te Enjoy it only ſo 
* % 8 
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in God, and ſo look upon it, and love it, on 
as a beam from the FFher of Lights; as 4 
drop of the infinite Fountain of all Per- 
fections. Tell me, Is it not à poor and 
low thing that many Profeſſors do, who ac- 
knowledge and magnifie. the uncreated 
Goodneſs, the Fulneſs of God; and yet 
at the ſame time do covet and court the 
creature with all eagerneſs, and their 
worldlineſs is apparently too hard far 
their Religion? Methinks I hear God 
ſpeaking to ſuch ſeeming friends, as Da- 
lilah to Sampſon, Juag. 16. 15. How can 
ye ſay, you love me, when your heart is 
not with me? To theſe mens hearts, me- 
thinks our Saviours Doctrine ſhould ſtrike 
cold, Mat. 6. 21. Where your treaſure , 
there will your heart be alſo: And thoſe 
words of his beloved Apoſtle, - 1 Fob. 2. 15. 
If any man love the world, the love of the 
Father is not in him, Let a man pretend 
and profeſs what he will; and in words 
magnifie the Fulneſs and Sufficiency of 
God as much as he will; if in the mean time 
his ſoul be bound up in the creature, ſuch 
a mans Religion is vain : nay, indeed his 
profeſſion of God becomes a real reproach- 
ing Of him, and a blaſpbemy againſt Rea- 
ſon it ſelf, Let your low eſtem of all 

H cteated 
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, Crextedpood incompariſon of che ſuprems* 
| good, your readineſiſ to quit your title to 
every creature · comfort, and in the mean 
time your care to live beſide it, wit neſs the 
true and honoutable eſteem, the true and 
| feeling ſenſe that you have in your hearts 
| of the infinite and ſelf-ſufficient Fulncſs of 
L. - God. For, bowever men may mike a 
ſhift ro cheat themſelves, God is not truly 
gteat in the ſoul, till all other things become 
"as nothing; neither doth the ſoul rightly 
"conyerſe with his Infinite Fulneſs, ſo long 
as any thing ſtands. in oppoſition to it, or 
competition with ir, 
2. Converſe with the ſelf-ſufficient 
Fulneſs. of God by the grace of Faith: | 
mean by that act of it, whereby we do in- 
þ tereſt our ſelves, and as it were wrap up 
3 our own ſonls in this Fulneſs, and make it 
8 ourown, And herein there is no danger 
of humble ſouis being too tod or ventu- 
= 7 Tous: For the Proclamation is full. and the 
Inxitation free, J/a. 55, 1. 7eh. 7. 37. 
% Rev. 22. 17.——— Fhoſcever will, let him 
rake the water of life freely. What Seneca 
*Jayts of the ſou! in regard of the divine 
© original of it, may ſure be better ſaid of g 
god ſoul, in reſpect of the Divine Nature 
and qualities of it, lum divina deleftant 
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ring waters evermore in this IG... 
life, this-infinite Spcing. of all-Perfe&i 
5 Wt many fouls are choakt with thieſt#! 
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wee ut alienis intereſt ſed ut 2 ir doth nor 
converſe with things divine, as with an 
others, but as its own, And indeed we cannot 
truly and comfortably converſe: with the 
Infinite Perfection and Fulneſs of God, if 
we ha ve no title to it: but then we con- 
verſe with God, when we converſe with 
our own God, not anothers : when the 
ſoul is able to ſay; All this Fulneſs of 
Power, Wiſdom, Gogdneſs,is all mine in 
my head Chriſt Jeſus; far. in) him af this 
Fulneſs dwels, Cal. a. g. and be dwellech | FR 
in me; in him are hidall:theſe\treafures.,...” 
Col.'2. 3. and my life alſo ii hid with '@ 
in God, as theirs was in Col. 3. 3. L 
then, chat a ſoul cannot conyerte with the: 
infinite Fulneſsand-Self- ſufficiency of God, 
but by Chriſt; for it is in and by him that. - 
we receive of Divine Fulnefs;* Fob. 1416, 
Hence was that of the devour Father, Tolle 
meu m. tolle Deum; co which I may add, - 
Tolle Jeſum, & rollis mem. The fulneſs - 4 
of a fountain: is nothing to me, except it 
, mine. Thereis bread enough in my Fa- 

ers houſe, ſayes the poor Prodigal, but 
for all that l periſh with hunger : ſo icchere 
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cauſe the fountain is not theirs; it is a 
fountain ſealed, as Solomon ſpeaks in ano- - 
ther caſe, The Well is deep, and they have f 
nothing to draw with, as the Woman ſaid " 
concerning another Well, eb. 4. Therefore 5 
be ſure you get an intereſt in the Fulneſs > 
and Sufficiency of Cod, or as Solomon ſ 
ſpeaks in another caſe (Prov. 5.15.) Drink 1 
waters out of thine own Well, C 
3. Converſe with the Self. ſufficient 2 
Fulneſs of God, by delighting your ſelves 1; 
in it. Drink of this Fountain, yea drink 
abundantly ye beloved of God, Cant 5. 1. f 
yes, lie down by it, P/al. 23. 2. yea bathe a 
you ſelves wholly in it; Enter into the Foy t 
of your Lord, lie down in his boſome, ſpread = 
your ſelves in his Love and Fulneſs, The h 
Beloved Diſciple leaning upon the breaſt of ſ | 
his Lord at Supper, was but a dark ſhadow, . 
a poor fcant reſemblance of a beloved ſoul, f 
which by the lovely acts of Joy and Confi- 0 
dence, and Delight, layes ic ſelf down in the x 
boſome of Jeſus, and doth not feed with F 
him, but feed upon him, and his Alſuffi- } 
ciency. Then do we converſe indeed feel- { 
ingly and comfortably with the Infinite , 
Fulneſs, when the ſoul is ſwallowed up in ir, Z 
dothret in it, is filled with it, and centred 8 


upon it. Oh the noble and free-born har 
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of true Religion, that diſdaining the pur- 
ſuit of low and created things, is carryed 
out'with delight to feed, and dwell, and 


** - 
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live upon uncreated Fulneſs ! Then is a ſoul — 


raiſed to its juſt altitude, to the very height 
of its Being, when it can ſpend all its powers 
upon the ſupreme and ſelſ- ſuffftient good, 


ſpregdigg and ſtretchi 
LES full donteſt ept, 
ſelf entirely in him. This is the ſouls Wa 
of living above loſſes; and be 
lives, though he may often be a loſer , 
yet ſhall never be at 4 loſs. He who 
feeds upon created Goodneſs or Sweet- 
neſs, may ſeſh cat himſelf out of all; 
the ſtock will be ſpent, and (which is 
worſe) the ſoul will be dryed ap, that 
bath nothing elſe to nourith it. But he 
that lives upon ugcreated Fulneſs, is 
never at a loſs, though he loſe never 
ſo much of the creature: For who will 
value the ſpilling of a diſh of water, 
that hath a well of living water at bis 
door , from whence he had that, and can 
have more as good, though not the 
ſame. Nay, to ſpeak properly, this is 
the only way to loſe nothing. For how 
can he be properly ſaid to loſe any thing, 
who poſſeſſes all things > And fo doth 
H 3 he, 
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ACHE, 
he, am ſure, who i is filled with the Ful- 
neſs of God. Be {ſure therefore, that in 
the wanr, in the loſs of all things, you 
live upon the Fountain: ſulneſs , delight 
your ſelf in the Lord, after the example | 
of the Prophet Habakkuk , cap. 3.17, 18, 
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5% xte Whilſt we are at home 
in the body, we are abſent from the 
Lord. | 


H E boly Apoſtle having in 
the ficlt verſe of this Chap- 
ter layd down the Do- 
ctrine of Eternal Glory, 
which ſhall follow upon 
this tranſitory life; of Be- 

lievers, ſhews in the following yerſcs bow 
he himſelf longed within himſelf. , and 
groaned after that b-ppy ſtate 3 And chen | 
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Proceeds to give a double ground of this 
his confident expectation; one in verſ. 5. 
therefore is the Apoſtle confident concern- 
ingthe putting off of this mortal body, be- 
cauſe God bad wrought and formed him 
for this ſtate of glory, and already given 
him an earneſt of it, even his holy Spirit: 
The other ground of the confidence and 
ſettledneſs of his mind as to his deſires of a 
change, is taken from his preſent ſtate in 
the body, which was but poor and uncom- 
fortable in compariſon of that glorious 
ſtate: This in the words of the Text 
T herefore we are al wayes confident, knowing 
that whilſt we are at home in the body, we 
are abſent from the Lord. For I do not take 
the words | we are confident] concerning 
the Apoſtles reſolyedneſs with a quiet and 
ſober mind to ſuffer any kind of perſecu- 
tion or affliction whatever; but we are 
alwayes confident, i. e. we do with confi- 
dence expect, or at leaſt we are alwayes 
well ſatisfied, contented, well reſolved in 
our minds concerning our departute out of 
this life: For the Apoſtle was 

of afflictions or perſecutions in the former 


verſgs, but indeed of death, which be 


calls & diſſolving of the earthly houſe of 
this tabernacle, verſ. 1. and a being 
cloathed 


yy of 


AF ” * 1% Le. 105 , 
cloathed upon with our houſe. which is 
from Heaven, verſ. 2. 4. Yea and thus the 


dl Apoſtle explains bimſelt, verſ. 8. where he 
- tells you what he means by this his confi- 
m dence, we are confident and willing rather to 
= be abſent from the body , where the latter 
4 words are exegetical to the former, 9. d. 
d Ic is better to be with the Lord, than in this 
6 mortal body; but we cannot be with the 
_ Lord whilſt we are in this body; it keeps 
* us from him, therefore we have the conſi- 
Is denceto part with it. It is the reaſon of 


, the Apoſtles confidence and willingneſs to 
4 part with the body, that 1 am to ſpeak of; 
e andthe reaſon is, becauſe this body keeps 
c him from his Lord, — whilſt we are at 
5 home in the body, we are abſent from. te 
Lord. The words are a Metaphor, and are 

to be tranſlated thus, we indwelling in the 


ö body, do dwell out from vbe Lord; which 
, our Trar ſlation renders well, taking little 
5 notice of the Metz phor, whilſt we are at 
bome in the body, we are abſent from the 
| Lord. Though indeed it they bad leſt out 


that word at home] it would have been 

as well, and ſo have neglected the Meta- 
phor altogetber, as we may haply hing 
hereafrer. The words are a reaſon of te 
Apoſtles willingneſs to be diſſolved, and do 7 
contain 
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contain 2 kind of an accuſat on of the body» 


and fo ſeem to lay a blame upon it, and up- 
on this animal lie; which muſt be remem. 


bred. Now for the former phraſe of beirg 


at home in the body, it is eaſily underſtood, 
and gene rally (Ithink) agrerd upon, to be 
no more than whilit we carry about with 
us his corruptible fleſh, whillt we live this 
na ural animal life. It only ſignifies man 
in bis compounded arumal ſtate, 4 
sds, and doth not at all allude to his 
ſinſul, unregenerate or carnal ſtate. But 
the latter phrafe | Ab ſent from the Lord] 
is capable of a double tenſe, both good and 
true; and ] think both fic enough to the 
concex: and drift of che Apoſtle. I ſhall 
ſprok to both, but inſiſt moſt upon the 
Harter. | 

1. Whilſt we are in the body, we are ab- 
ſeiir from the Lord, 5. e. from the bodily 
priſerce of the Lord in Heaven, abſent from 
Christ Jeſus and his glory: And ſo che 
words are the fame mn ſenſe with 1 Cor. 
15. 50. Fleſh and blond cannot inherit the 
Kingdom ef God: for by fleſh and blood 
there, muſt needs be meanc man in this 
animal corruptible (tate. And ſo the Apoſtle 
accuſes this kind of life in the body; and, 
ts it were, blames it for ſtanding * 
| | im 
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him and his plorified Lord; and ſo conſe- 
quently between him and the glory of his 
Lord. And this ſenſe do:h well agree wich 
whac went before, and with what ffn 
The Apoſtle hath a great mind to do 
for whilſt he is in the body, be id «Wet 
rom his perfect happineſs: For this #.the 
conſummation of a Chriſtians happineſs, ro 

be with the Lord, to be admitted toads 
holding of his infinite glory; as appears 
by our Saviours earneſt prayer for this, 
Job. 17. 24. Father, I will that they alſo 
whom thou haſt given me, be with me where 
1 am, that they may behold my glory. Befides; 
if we ſhall ſee him as he 1s, we mul} alſo | 
needs be made | ke unto him, 1 Fob. 3. 2. 
elſe how can we be fit to live for ever in his | 
preſence, Now we are keot from this ſee -—* 
ing and beholding ot the Lord in glory, 
by this animal „te: It ſtands between us 
and the Crown, between us and eur Ma- 
ſters Joy, bet ween us and the perfict ers 
joyment of God. Jo be with the Lord is 
a ſtate of perfect freedom from ſin. Ng A 
unclean thing ſhall, or can enter into Hei. | 
ven, Rev. 21. 27, A perfect freedom ſram = 
all manner of e fflctions, Rev: 21, 4. 11 | 
ſhall bemo more ſorrow, nor crying, nor pain, 
"and Auel, rewoymmu awe all tears ſhallbe 5 
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wiped away from their eyes: A ſtate of 
freedom from all temptations to fin : For 
a tempting Devil, and all tempting luſts 
1 ſhall be caſt out for ever: A ſtate of per- 
1 ſect peace without the leaſt diſturbance 
from within, or from without: of perſect 
joy, that ſhall neither have end nor abate- 
ment; and #f perſect bolineſs, when the 
whole ſoul ſhall be enlarged and raiſed to 
know, and leve, and enjoy the bleſſed 
God as much as created nature is capable, 
3; This is the happy ſtate of ſecing God, of 
4 beingwichtheLo'd: And it is thy cor- 
{ ruptible body, this animal life that inter- 
poſes between us and it; ſo that the 
. Apoſtle is conſident, and rather willing to 
- | depart and be with the Lord, than ſtay 
| here and be without him. 

2. Whilſt we are at home in the body, 
we are abſent from the Lord, without any 
reference to the world to come; and ſo it 
may be fitly tranſlated diſtant from the 
Lord, eſtranged ſrom God: This agrees 
well with the context, and ſcope of the 
Apoſtle alſo. And thus the words are alſo 
a good ground of the Apoſtles reſolution 
M and willingneſs to dye, 9. d. I am willing 
f to be abſent from this body; for whilſt 1 
am in it, I find my ſelſ to be at a great di- 
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ſtance from God. And indeed the word 
*druiy ſignifies properly to be at « diſtance, 
or to be eltrange@: $01 find it interpreted 
by a learned Critick, without any myſtery, 
(is be ſpeaks) of the diſtance that even 
lievers themſelyes ſtand at from Godin 
this life. And inth s ſenſe I ſhall chuſe co 
proſecute the words. In which ſenſe the: 
Apeſtle blames this body and animal life, 
becguſe it keeps us at a diſtance from God; 
is a clog, a ſnare, a fetter, a pinion to the 
ſoul. And ſo the words do agree in ſenſe 
with thoſe of our Saviour, Mat. 26. 4 l. 
T he ſpirit is willing, but the fl:ſþ is weak ; 
re by the [f- } muſt needs be under® _ * 
dod the body, if we conſider the conte, 
viz. the occaſion upon which the words 
4 were ſpoken, the fleepineſs of the Apoltles, 
„or if we conſider the propriety of ſpeech 
according to the ſtyle of the New Teſta- 
ment: True indeed, the corruption 'of 


= nature is ſometimes called Fleſh ; but ac- 
the cording to that way of ſpeaking, our Sa- 
alſo 1 our would rather have ſaid, That the ſpi- 
ion it was willing, but the fleſh was ſtrong, 
ine 12 he ſaith elſewhere, That the ſtrong mas 
Fr armed kept the houſe, Now to exphtin 


*r this Doctrine a little; That even the gedly 
thawſelver, whilſt they are in this body, ave 
40 
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at a diſtante from the Lord: ke muſt be 
granted, chat the godly ſoul-is nigh unto 
God, even whilſt it ſojotrns4n this mortal 

„ body, and tottering fleſh. All ſouls ate 
invol ed in the Apoſtaſie of Adam, and 

by. are fallen down from God, have alike 
ſteagled from their God, and are ſunk into 
elf End the creature: God opened a way 

for their retuen by the blood of Jeſus : 

for we owe it unco Chriſts death, not 
only that God is reconciled to iu — 

our ſins, but that any of our natures be- 
come reconciled to God, by accepting of 
bim as our God“, and loving bim as the 
* chieſeſt good. Now there is a 100 

* 8 brought nigh co God by Chriſt 

C © Fictt is more general, external, and, as 
2885 may fay, relauonal: Thus the partition- 
wall being broken down, the Gentiles 

that were converted from cheir Idolatry , 

to a profeſſion of God and Chriſt, and ad. 
mitted to a communion with the Viſible 
Church, are upon that account ſaid to be 

--  -Bretbren' to the reſt of Gods Children, 

1 Cor. 5. 11. and as co the Church, they 

are ſaid to be within it, verſe 12. though at 
chelame time they were Fornicators, Co- 
veto, Drunkards: And as to God; hey 
_— ſaid to be made nigh, 3 8. ES 
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proſeſſing oſ God is ſaid to be a being nigh 

to him; and even an external performance 
755 ſaid to be à drawing nigh to um; and 

ſo Nadab and Abihu, even in the un 

of ſtrange fire, are ſaid to have drawn mgh 

to God, Li vit. 10. 3, And this, though it 

de a privilecge, yet it is not that honour» 

able priviledge of the truly codly ſouls, 

who are by Chriſt Jeſus raiſed up to God 

in their hearts, and reconciled to him in 

their ra: ures, and united to him in ther 

affe ctions; and ſo are made nigh unto him 

in a more eſpecial and ſpiritual manner, 

Thus all ſinful and wicked ſouls, notwitu. 
ſtanding all their profeſſion. and perfor- - :- 

mances, are far ſrom God, eſtrar ged ſrom 

the life of God. Enmity and diſſinuiſitude 

re the moſt real diſtance from God: AU 

truly God-like ſouls only ate nigh unto 

him; they dwell in him, and he dwelleth 

in them as in his molt proper Tempſe. /-/ As 

to any kind of Appoſi:ion, no man can 

draw nigh ro God, nor by any lock] ccef- 

ſion , for ſo all men are alike nigh ton 

who is everywhere, and the worſt as well 

as the beſt of men do live and move in him: 

But they are really nigh unto God, who do 

enjoy bim; and thry only enjoy hin 
' Whoſe natures are conformable (o h 2-8 
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in a way of love, goodneſs, and God-like 
perfections. We do not enjoy God by any 
groſs and external conjunction wich bin 
bur we enjoy him, and are nigh unto hin 
„by an internal union; when à D. vine 
* Spirit informeth and acteth our ſouls 
* and derives a Divine Life into them, an 
* chorow them: And ſo a godly ſoul only 
is really and happily nigh unto God. Thus 
the Apoſtle Paul, I believe, was as nigh 
unto God as any man in the world, whi 
did not only live and move in God, as all 
men do ( houph few underſtand it) but 
God did even live, and, as it were breath 
in him; the very life that he lr was'b 
faith in the Son of God, Gal. 2. 20. For 
though he walked 5» the fleſh, yet he di 
not walk after the fleſh, 2 Cor. 10. 3. An 
vet this gracious ſoul, even as all othe 
believers, was at a diſtance from God 
and that not ſo much by realon of hi 
creatureſhip, for of that he doth ne 
ſpeak (lo the very Angels of God are at 
infinite diſtance from God) but by reaſc 
of this mortal body, and animal life, whic 
: hindered him from being ſo nigh to God 
as his ſou! was capable to be, ——whilft 1 
are in the body, we are abſent fromthe 
. c. at a great diftance from God, 
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1. We are diſtant from God 85 to th 

Knowledge which we ſhall have of him. 
Philoſophical Divines ſpeak of a thrreſold 
Knowledge, 1. m 'zqrner, an eſſential 
Knowledge of God. This is that anſpeak- 

able light, whereby che Divine Nature com- 
prehends its own eſſence, wherein God 
ſeeth himſelf, 2. . Tmgulany, by Science. 
This man is capable of in this life. Bar 

this kind of knowing of God by way of 
Science, is but a low and dry thing, com- 

mon to good and bad, men and Devils; 

and is indeed the perfection ofthe learned, 
more than of the god/y. And this kind 
of F .owledge of God, the glorified ſoul 

* will reckon but like a Fable, or à Parable; 

* when it ſhall be once fwallowed up in 

* God, feaſting uppn truth it ſelf , and 

* ſecing God in the pure rayes of his own 

" divinity. 3. Kam vigor, or by Intuition: 

this man cannot attain to in this life, in 
its perſection, becauſe it ariſes from mn 
bliſsful union wifi God himſelf, which is 
in this animal ſtate imperſect. This in the 
Plaronick phraſe is i 5% , a contact 

of God, and in Scripture language, a be- 
holding of God fare to face, which we are 

not capable of in this animal concrete 
ſtate. So may the anſwer of God to 1 — 
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be unde Mood. when he 
ſhew him bis glory, Exod. 33.18. 5. e. ta 
imprint a diſtin& Idea of his Divine Eſſence 
upon his mind, verſ. 20. No wan can fee 
we and live; i. e. no man in this corrup- 
tible ſtate and animal liſe is capable of 
ſeeing me as I am, to apprehend my Di- 
vine Eſſence, to ſee my face. The Viſion of 
God is not in this life, but in the other; 
ſo that a man muſt dye before he can thus 
know God. This is the expoſition of Jewiſh 
Doctors, and our learned Country-men do 
A approve it alſo. This bleſſed Knowledge 
: ol God we are at a diſtance from whilſt we 
| are in this body: ſo the Apoſtle plainly, 
1 Cor. 13. 12. Now we ſee darkly as thorow 
4 glas, but. the time will come when we 
Mall ſee as we are ſeen, and know as we 
axe known. Now our body princ pally hin- 
ders the operation of our minds, when they 
do ekerciſe themſelves about the nature 
8 Bod, whilſt it preſents its fancies, & groſs 
” = Mmaginations to the ſo, fo it becomes, 
sik were, © Vail upon the face of the ſoul, 
:draws a cloud, and caſts a miſt over its eyes, 
that it cannot diſcern diſtinctly, nor judge 
properly and ſpiritually, And with allu- 
. tion to this, that * 52 of the Apoſtle is 
proper and ſignificant, we ſee & thorow 4 
ey . glaſs, 


beſought God to 
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* glaſi, which gl#%s is indeed continually 
* ſullied and darkened whilſt we look into 
tit by the breaching of our animal fancies 
fee and imaginations upon it, Not only 
f thoſe ſtinking.foggs of pride and ſelf; love, 
0 and other finful corruptions that do ariſe 


* out of the ſoyl it ſelf, do hinder. our right 
of - perceptions of God, (as the earth ſends 
ak out vapors out of it ſelf, which ariſe and 


aus | interpoſe between it ſelf and the Sun) but 

even the animal fancy caſts in its phantaſms 
do and imaginations as a miſt before-the eye of 
the ſoul, which through Divine Grace hath 
been ſomewhat enlightened , and cleared 
ly , from irs inbred ſin ful humours. Though 


corruption in the mind be as a rheume inits 
we eye, ſo that it cannot well ſee; yet that 
NA doth not binder, but that the fancy by pre- 


ſenting its unſpiricual imaginations, goth 
oY alſo caſt a miſt before it, that it cannot ſee 
well, nor judge rightly ; and ſo it is either 


ols beld in groſs jgnorance, or lapſes into 
ges, errour, But in . Regeneration this ſenſe 
ul, either ſhall not be, or ſhall be pure and 
es, ſpiritual. ; 
15 2. Whilſt we are in the body, we are. 


diſtant from God, as to that ſervice which - 

we ougbt to perform to him in the world, 2 

And herein ic were endleſs to run un y 
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all — outward duties which we 
owe unto in the body; and to ſhew 
bow the body becomes a hinderance either 
to —— them. Though the ſoul be 
made willing and forward , by a divine 
principle implanted in it, yet "the body res» 
mains a body, a weak and flaggiſh inſtru- 
ment; and ſo it will be whilſt its animal, 
it will go down into the duſt a weak. body, 
I Cor-15. 43. What man ever bad a more 
willing and chearful beart than Moſes the 
friend of God Ter his hands were heavy, 
and ready to hang down, Exod. 17. 13. 
Shall I inſtance in the excellent duty of 
Preaching and Hearing? wherein the ſpi- 
rits of the moſt ſpiritual Preacher are ſoon 
uſted ; the tongneof the learned is rea- 
dy tocleave to the roof of his mouth; the 
head is ſeized with dizzineſs; the beart 
with pantings ; the organs of ſpeech with 
wearineſs; and the knees with trembling; 
and the cars of the moſ} devout hear ers 
with heavine(s ; the eye with fleepineſs , 
and the whole body in a ſhore time with 
weakneſs. Shall I inſtance in the noble duty 
wf Prayer? wherein the pious ſoul goes out 
10 God, but can ſcarce get its to ac- 
company it; and there the fancy diſtracts, 
ide ſen ſes divert; and indeed all 8 
ls. 8 1 rs” 


no longer able to defend it ſelf age 


: 
” * hy p< 
= 8 = 
Ld * 1 — — 2 5 
* = \ o o 
. OY _—— - i wa ares ied 
' o = 7 : „ q * = + * 4 - . *. * 
- , l *. . * ö 
e 


1 


bers are ready to play the Tru, if not 
the Traitor too: eſpecially the brain, 


where the ſoul firs enthroned, is ſuddenly 
environed with a rude rout of fluggiſh vs- 
pours arifing from the ſtomach, and being 


them, falls down dead in the midſt of them: 
Inſomuch that the poor ſoul is ready to 
wiſh ſometimes with the ſorrowſul Pro- 
pher, Oh that 4 had in the wilden a 
lodging place, that I might leave my ment. 
bers, and go ſrem 1hins, for they are all an 
oſſembly of trrach:rons ſervants : or wiſh 
that it were like irs Saviour, who conld 
leave his raw Diſciples a ſleep, and go and 
pray apart, and come again unto» them. 
Shall 1 inſtance in that high duty of ſu- 
ſtaining Martydom, bearing perſecutions 
for God > Come on my body, cryes che 
holy ſoul, come on to the ſtake come my 
bead, lay down thy ſelf upon this block; 
come my body, compoſe thy leif in uh.s 
dark- dungeon; chme my ſeet, fir yoour * 
ſelves into theſe ſtocks 5 come my hands, 
draw on theſe fetters, theſe lron bracelets; 
come, come drink the cup ther-my Father 


gives thee. But oh how it follows to the 


ſtꝛke I what ſhaking, ſuivering, wembling, 
and reluctancy may you ſee * 2 
21 1 3 ructure 
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AiruQture of it! The head bargs lewn, 
the eyes run over, the lips quaver, the 
ſhoulders pull back, the bands tremble ,; | 
the knees knock together, and the whole Wa d 
fabrick is ready to tumble down, for fear W hin 
of falling. Ether to this (as ſome inter- ¶ wil 
pret) or to that duty of Prayer (as others) I fre 
doth that of our Saviour refer, M 14. un 
38. The ſpirit indeed is willing, but the fleſh I at 
4s weak. It ſeems the ſpirit of the weakeſt I Lil 
Chriſten is ſtrong, though the body ſas we JN tb 
bave ſeen) of the ſtrongeſt Saint is weak: fle 
Though indeed it is not properly the G 
weakneſs that is in the body, that I am to fo 
ſpeak to, but the influence that the body I ſo 
bath upon the ſonl to weaken that: for, I 
whilſt the ſoul ſympathizes with the body, 
attends to it, jpares it, pitics it, it ſelf 
becomes almoſt ill affected to the ſervice of 
God. I am not ſo much blaming the bo- 
dy, becauſe it had need by reaſon of its ir 
oc hfulneſs ro be drawn on ro%dutie 
but becauſe by its influences, it draws oft 
the ſou} alſo from them: for ſo we find it 
by woful experience, that if the body do 
ſleep, the ſou} cannot wake; it cannot 
hear without the car, nor ſee without the 
eyes; ſo that the; bodyes wearineſs at 
Jeng heads in the ſouls pnwillingreſs'; and 
$4; . the 


ann eee G 


. 


* 
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the weakneſs of the one, grows to be the 


fin of the other. 
3. Whilſt we are in the body, we are at 
a diſtance ſrom God, as to communion with * 


fear him: we are eſtranged from fellouſhip 
er- wich him; and this is indeed to be abſent 
rs) from the Lord. Ob how many weary and 


14. uncomſortable dayes do poor Saints live 
2% at a great diſtance from their God, their 
ceſt Life, their Happineſs, whilſt they are in 
we their worldly Pilgrimage, in their Cage of 
k : | ficſh ! Oh bow many dayes do they forget 
the God, and are apt to think that God bath 
to forgotten them roo ! How do they hve 
dy | ſomerimes, as ir were, without God in the 
world, their fouls being ſurfeited with 
ly, BE carnal pleaſures, benummed with fears, 
elf MW frozen with ſelf. love, choaked with cares, 
of ſtifled with grieſs, and ſeem to have no 
more feeling of God their life, than a b-dy 
its in the duſt bath of the ſoul its life? Oh 
*; Wl what a heavy yoke doth the poor foul 
ot draw under, when it plows and harrows to 
ir the fleſh, and cannot lift up its head ro 
lo Heaven! Oh how is our intercouſe with 
ot WM God obſtructed, our bebolding of ij m ob- 
ſeured, our entertaining o#him prevented, 
our er joyment of him diſturbed and viel. 
ted, our loye to him ab deadned, Aid 
3 14 dis 
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by love to us damped ; ours 1 in- 


„ 


ſirm, and bis rendred inſenſible, and all by 
this make · bate mortal fleſh ! Alas what 


uncertainties, and viciſſitudes, what 
changing and toſſings, turnings and wind- 


ings are our poor pilgrim ſouls here cx er- 


ciſed with! What breakings and piecings, 
reconciliations and fallings out, cloſing and 
parting, riſing and falling; "what ups and 
downs; whar forwards and backwards 
doth the poor diſtreſſed ſoul experience in 
this animal ſtate ! The flouriſhing ſoul 
withers; the lofty ſoul languiſhes; the 


| vigorous ſoul ſainteth; the nimble ſoul 


flaggetb; the devour ſoul ſwooneth; the 
lively ſoul ſickeneth, and is ready to give 
vp the Ghoſt , and ſhe that was a while 
ago reſting and glorying in the arms of her 
Lord, anon lyes embracing a dungbil, and 
bath almoſt forgotten that ever ſhe was 
happy Her peace is violated, ber reſt is 
diſturbed, her converſe with Heaven in- 
tertup; ed, her incomes from God are few 
and inſenſible e, her outgoings to him are few 


nd lazy, and theriyers of her divine plea- 
1 are almoſt dryed up. And all chis, 
Jſt.the is in this body; and indeed a 
b e of it by reaſon of this body in 
which he is: The animal body keeps us 


7 10 1 diſtant 


diſtant from the Lord, that we cannot con: 8 
verſe with him, mind him, enjoy him, liye '-- 
at upon him, and unto him. The body being 
ac fitted only ſor this animal ſtate, is ever 


d- drawing down the ſoul, when it would raife 
r- up it ſtlf in contemplation of, and com mu- 
6, rion with the bleſſed God. And ſo 
1d 1. The Neceſſities of the body do binder 
nd the ſouls communion wi h the Lord. Not 
ds that the nece ſſities of the body are ſimply 
in in themſelves to be blamed, but the caring 
ul for theſe doth ſo exerciſe the ſoul in this 
he ſtare, that it cannot attend upon God with- 
ul out diſtraction. Oh how much coth the 
he | neceſſary caring for meat and drink, food 
ve and phyſick; yea, the ordering of tempo- 
le ral affairs, eſtrange from communion and 
er converſe with God! ſo that the ſoul, like 
nd poor Mart ha, is cumbred with many cares, 
'as and, buſied withmach ſerving in this houſe, 
'S and cannot attend ſo cevoutly and entirely 
n- as it ougbrupon the Lord. If the body be 
1 pinched with pain, the ſoul cannot be at 
MW reſt, but muſt needs look out for reitef; If 
An the body be pinched wich hunger and thut, 
is, the ſoul can take no reſt, till it have found 


a out a ſupply for it: If the one be ſick, tbe 


in other is fad if the one be bungry or thæſiy, 
us the otber ſeems to languſh; like Hippe- 


craits 
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pocrates his Twins that laugbt and cryed, . |] co 
lived and dyed together. pr 
It is a wonderful myſtery, and a rare ſe- ea 


crer, bow the ſoul comes to ſympachize fu 
with the body, and to have nor only a N 
„ © knowledge, but, as it were, a feeling of its bo 
neceſſities ; how theſe come to be conveyed af 
to the ſoul, and how it comes to be thus th 
affected with chem, But we find it fo: eh 
And indeed, to ſpeak truth, it ſeems neceſ- 


ſary for che maintaining of this animal tb 
| Nate, that it ſhould be ſo, that the ſoul po 
"a ſhould be, as it were, hungry, weary, fick, th 


and ſleep roo together with the body: for fil 

if our ſoul ſhould not know what it is to || fe 

4 A de hungry. thirſty, cold, or ſick, or wea- bo 
xy, but by a bare ratiocination, or a dry || fe 

* ſyllogiſtical inference, without «ny more | fir 
* eſpecial feeling of theſe neceſſities, it ſo 
** would ſoon ſuffer the body ro tanguiſh m. 
wand dechy, and commit it wholly to all be 

** changes and caſualties: neither would fei 
obr own body be any more to us, than ſit 
* the body of a plant or of a ſtarr, which (a 
we do many times view wich as much th 
© cſearneſs, and contemplate with as much th 
e eontentment as we do our own, But in | fet 
the mean time, the ſoul is diverred from it: 
main ewployweot, turned aſide from its 

| | 8 
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communion with God; not ſo much by * | 
providing ſomewhat for our bodyes to 
- eat, and drink, and put on, which is lau- 
e ful and needful, as our Saviour implyes, 
* Mat. 6. 32. as by ſinking it ſelf into the 
's 

d 


body, being paſſionately and inordinately - 
affected withits wants, and ſo being (infully | 


18 thoughtful, as our Saviour intimateth in 
: the ſame chapter, verſ. 3 1. 
ſ- 2. The Pdſſions Of the body do hinder 


al the ſouls communion with the Lord, $0 
al powerful is the intereſt and it fluence that 1 
x, | this body bath in and over the ſoul, chHHE T 


Ir fills it with deſires, pleaſures, griefs, joys, 
to || fears, angers, and tundry pe ſſiors. The 
a- body calls out the ſoul to attend upon its 


ry || ſeveral paſſions, which I dare not ſay ie 
re | ſfinfulin themſelves. as they firſt affect our 
it ſouls, no moe than ic is our fin that we are 
th men: our bleſſed Saviour ſeems not to have 
all deen free from them, as grief, 1/ 53. 3. 
Id fear, Heb. 5 7. who yet was irce from alt, F 
an | fin, 1 Pet. 2. 22. Nay, ic ſeems necefſiry 
ch (as I ſaid before) conſidering the nature of 
ch | this animal life, chat the ſoul ſhould have 
ch the corporeaſ paſſions and? impreſſions 
in feelingly and powerfully conveyed to it? - 
without which it could not expreſs a due 
bene volence to the body chat belorgs to 


aad 
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indeed, were it not ſo, we cou d not 
| be ſaid (in the Apoſtles phraſe 
dere) to be at home in the body; the ſou 
would rather dwell is dome alien quùm [ng, 
But the ſoul being called out to attend upon 
theſe pa ſſions, is eaſily enſaared by them; 
ſor it can hardly (xerci ſe it ſelf about them, 
bar it ſl ps inſenſibly into a ſinful inordina · 
cy. As for example: The animal ſpirits 
** nimbly playing in the brain, and ſwiftly 
* flying from thence thorow the neryes 
Kup ͤ and down the whole body, do raiſe 
| * the fancy with mirth and chearſulneſs, 
ee which we muſt not preſently miſta ke for 
" the power of grace, nor condemn for the 
* working of corruption: So alſo. when 
he Gall empties its bitter juice into the 
kver, and that mingles it ſelf with the 
dlood there, it begets fiery ſpirits, which 
* prefently fly up into the brain, and cauſe 
impreſſions of anger. Now, though 1 
dare not fay, that the fouls firſt ſenſating 
* entertaining of theſe paſſions is ſinful, 
yet it is ſadly evident that our ſouls bein 
once moved by theſe undiſciplin'd on ty 
ſpirits, are very apt to fit upon, and cheriſh 
thoſe paſſions of grief, fear, mircb, anger, 
and, as it were, to work them into it ſeli, 
n an inordinate manner, and un 
| 4 
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the dictates of reaſon, and ſo the will 
ſently makes thoſe ſinfal, which before 
were but meerly humine, or as one calls' 
1. them, Ca] c, the more bloflomings 
don or ſhoo ings forth of animal life within us 
m; We ſee then in theſe particulars, that nos — 
m, only che depraved diſpoſitions of the ſoul 
na- do keep us at a diſtance from God, but 
rity | even this body alſo is a great hinderance to 
ſtly {| that knowledge of God which we ſhall at- 
ves B tain to, that ſervice of God which we 
wiſe Ymighe perform, and that ſweet communion 
with him, which we ſhall enjoy, It is 2 
for {clog to the ſoul that would run; a miſt to 
the the ſoul chat would ſee: clearly ; a manacle 
zen Ito the ſoul that would work; a ſnare to 
the the ſou] that would be free; a fetter to chain 
the lit to earthly and material things, and, zsic 
ich were, a pinion to the wings of contempla- 
uſe tion: More particularly, it is a hinderance 
to it, as to thoſe three things which I ha 
ined : As to the ſouls knowledge of God, — 


. 
* 


ul, body is an occaſion of iꝑnorance and er. 

ng Four - As to its ſerving of God, an occaſion 

— Pf diſtract on and wearineſs; lightneſs and 
riflingneſs ; and as to its communion with 


20d, an oc..afion of earthlineſs and ſen ſua- 


er, 

if, Nity. Now this diſtance which this body 4 
j eeps che ſoul at from: God might more 
he 1:4 | particulaz}y | 
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Fancy, 


1. The Senſes, I mean the external ſenſes 
of the body; ſeeing, bearing &c. 
convey pa ſſions to the foul, upon which it 
inſiſts and feeds wich a finful fondneſs and 
Ser open the eye, and it will 
ſet hard to convey ſome ſpecies to the 
ſoul of earthly objects, that ſhall juſtle che 
Ideas of God out ofir, Sec open the ear, 
nad u will fill che ſoul with ſuch a roiſe, 
and exrchly tumult, that the ſecret whiſpers 
of the divine ſpirit cannot be heard. The 
like I may ſay of the reſt: Oh how eaſily do 
che le diſcompoſe the fixed ſoul, diſtract 
the dev out ſoul, caſt a miſt before the con- 
templative ſoul, and hale down the raiſed 
ſoul from communion with Heaven to 
converſe with earchly objects! Vt vidi mt 
peris ] is the complaint ot many a Chriſtian; 
- as well as it was of che Heathen, - The ſouls 
. of moſt men are quite ſunk into their ſenſes, 
and do nothing, but, as it were, lacky to 
them all their lives, and ſo the ſervants are 
on horſeback, and Princes go on ſoot, 


eagerneſs, 
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raricularly appear in ano her way of ex*. 
plication, by obſerving the eſpecial grie- 
vances that do ariſe to the toul from thoſe 
three great anim-l- aculties (f. I may (0 


The .Senſcs, che Appetite, che 


Irren 5 
A” # . 


' Though the eye will never be ſatisfied with 
{| ſeeing, nor the ear with hearing; yet for- 
ſooth, theſe importunate ſuiters muſt be 
gratified : the eye muſt ſee what it will ſee, 
and the ear muſt hear what ic will hear; 
nothing muſt be with- held from them, that 
theſe childiſh ſenſes do whine after. Theſe 
mehs ſouls are indeed incarnate, ſwallow- 
ed up in their eyes, ears and mouths. - But 
not only theſe, but even godly ſou's are 
oſten charmed and enſnared by their ſenſes; 
even they converſe dot only i» the body, 
but too much with it alſo; and it becomes 
35a Dalilgh, to lull them «ſleep, and bind 
them too. Good fob found his ſenſes fo 
treacherous, that he was fain to make a 
covenant with them, Fob 3 1. 1. And well 


if he could ſcape ſo too. The words area 


Metaphor, for indeed the worſt of it is, 
that theſe | ſenſes are not capable of ally 
diſcipline; one cannot bring them into 
any covenant-terms: ſo that whilſt we 
have ſenſes, they will be tre:cheroys; 
whilſt our eyes are in our heads, they will 
be wandring after fo: bid cg ohjects. 

2. The Appetite, the, ſenſitive spe- 
tite, which is a faculty of the ſenſitive foul, 
whereby this animal man is ſtirred up to Ce» 
fie and lull afcer the things v hich Ns py 

| ave 
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that cryes continually, Give, Give : Why, 


| The evil of the ſenſual appetite appears in 


A Farewel to Fife. 
have dictꝛted to him. This bodily luſt follow: 
ing upon the neck of the former, becomes 
a greater ſnare to the ſoul : This reſtleſs 
ſaicor comes whininp ever and anon to the 
ſoul for every tr fle that the eye hath ſeen, 
or the ear heard, or che mouth hath caſted, 
and by it continual coming, and importu- 
nate crying, wearies her into an obſervance 
of it: As the fond child comes crying to 
the Mother for every knack and gaw that 
it hath ſeen upon the ſlalls, and ſhe, though 
ſhe cannot in judgment approve of the 
requeſt, yet either in fond indulgence, or 
for peace ſake, will condeſcend to purcha ſe 
it. This is the Daughter of the Horſleech, 


what would it have? even any thing that 
it hath ſeen, or heard, or touched, or taſted, 
22 thing that it fees a fellow · creature to 

poſſeſt of : And ſo indeed the Appetite 
doth not only enſnare the ſoul unto drun- 
kenneſs and gluciony, but voluptuouſneſs, ir 
laſcivouſneſs, and all manner of ſenſuality. ir 


wantonheſs and laſciviouſaeſs (whether 
real, verbal, or mental) in immoderate and 
inordinate trading. ingroſſing, ſporting, 
building, attiring, ſleeping, viſiting, as well 
as in eating and drinking, I will ung 

nothung 


etite 
run- 
neſs, 
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nothing concerning the firſt motions of 
che appetite, whereby it ſollicits the will 
to fulfil it; only this, that if it ſollicite to 
any thing ſimply and morally evil, it is ſin. 
ful in that firſt act; and that at all times it 


' ought carefully to be watchr, leſt ir ſeduce 


ro intemperance in things lawſul. But con- 
cerning the gratifying of the appetite, ſee- 
ing there muſt be in us a ſenſitive appetite, 
whilſt we are in this animal ſtate, it is to be 
endeavoured; as far as may be, that we gra- 
tiſie the appetite, not as it is a ſenſitive ap- 
petite, but under this notion, as the thing 
that it defires makes for our real good, 

and tends to the enjoyment of the ſupreme 
good: to eat and drink,not becauſe we are 
hungry or thirſty, becauſe the appetite de» 
ſires it; but with reference to the main end, 
with reſpect to the higheſt good, that the 
body may be enabled, ſtrengthened and 
quickened to wait upon the ſoul ehearfully 

in the actions of a holy life; But this, man 

in his animal ſtate canngt3perfeRly attain 

to, which ſhews, that MM appetire doth 

keep us at a diſtance from Vod. 

3. The Faney; this alſo keeps a man at 

a diſtance from God, and hinders us in the 

knowledge and ſervice of God, and inter- 

rupts the ſouls communion with God. * 

K ' 


is a buſie and petulant faculty, or inward 
ſenſe, and the ſoul doth readily ſenſate the 
paſſions of ir, ſo that ĩt doth frequently 
binder its mental operations, and becomes 

| — 2 great ſnare. A working fancy (how 
much ſoever it is magnified by the wiſdom 

of this world) - is a mighty ſnare to the 
ſoul, except ic work in a fellowſhip with 
right reaſon, and a ſanctified heart: I am 
perſwaded there is no greater burden in 
che world to a ſerious foul, eſpecially in 
hot and dry conſticutions, where it is com- 
monly moſt pregnant, and moſt impatient 
of diſcipline. And, I confeſs, I have often 
wondred at the ſouls readineſs to be ſo 
ſpeedily affected with the fantaſms and 
imaginations of it, and fondneſs to hug 
them ſo dearly. This indeed, if it be ſo 
far refined, as to preſent ſober and ſolid 
imaginations to the mind, and to act in ſub- 
ſervience to ſanRified reaſon, is an excel- 
lent: handmaid to the ſoul in many of her 


we have partly obſerved already, and may 
obſerve more, if we ſtudy the ſecrets of 
our own ſouls, and the mighty myſteries 
that are within us, And this doth not on- 
ly ordinarily diſturb, diſtract and hinder in 
ordinary duties, but even when the ſoul is 
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funQions; But otherwiſe is a ſnare; as 


at the higheſt pitch of communion and con- 


templation, ir aſſayes to pull it dowa to 
attend to its vain fantaſms; and indeed 
gives it many a grievous fall, I doubt not 
to affirm, that this is the moſt pernicious 
enemy of the three that I named co the +: 
ſouls bappineſs, as might appear in mau 
reſpects; I will only name one : It hath an 
advantage againſt us, which neither of the 
other two hath : It infeſts us, and annoyes 
us ſleeping as well as waking, In fleep, 
the ſenſes are lockt up, and the appetite is, 
for the moſt part, ſilent from ics begging ; 
but then the fancy is as buſie and tumultu- 
ous as ever, forming and gathering imagi- 
nations, and thoſe are commonly wild and 
ſenſeleſs, if not worſe. The mind, in way 
of kindneſs and benevolence to the bo- 
dy, ſuſpends its own actings, whilſt the 
body takes irs reſt in the night, and then 
the rude fancy takes its opportunity to wan- 
der at liberty, as being without its' keeper, 
and acts co the diſturbance of the body; 
but thats not the worſt, for it becomes ſo ta- 


multuous and impetuous ſometimes as that 


it awakens the mind to attend upon its ima - 
ginations; and this the ſoul doth conde- 
ſcendto in an inordinate manner, and ſets 
the lamp of ſinfulneſs upon them, to s 

. K 2 on 


* 
. _ 
A — — 


own wounding, And now that I-am 
ſpeaking of ſlcep as a Mantiſſa to this diſ- 
courſe, I canrot but obſerve, how this ve- 
ry thing alſo keeps us at a diſtance from 
God, in this animal ſtate, How is our 
communion with God interrupted by this! 


For herein we ceaſe, not only from the. 


ct ons of an animal life, but commonly 
from the actions of a ſpiritual life too. 
What a great breach, what a ſad interciſion 
is there made in our converſe with God by 
this means! Sy ch a poor bappineſs it is, 
that we ha ve in this world, that it is cut off, 
and ſeems as it were, not to be one fourth 
part of our time: For indeed a bappineſs 
that is not felt, deſerves rot the name of 
happineſs, Some learned and aQive men 
have been aſhamed that they bave ſlept 
away ſo much of their time, which was all 
too little for their ſtudyes and exploits : Ah 
poor Chriſtian, that, as it were, ſleeps 
away ſo much of his God, being as much 
eſtranged from him in the night, as though 
he had never conyerſed with him in the 
day; and in the morning when he awakes, 
cannot alwayes find himſelf with him nei- 
ther; which is enough to make à poor 
- -Saintwiſh, either that he might have no 
need of ſleep, or that with the amorous 
—_— Spouſe, 
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Spouſe, Cant. 5. 2. Though be ſleep, his 
heart might wake perpetually, 

We have ſeen in what ſenſe this mortal 
body keeps Believers, abſent from the 
Lord, and in what reſpect: it keeps them 
at a diſtance from God, even in this lite, 
from the Knowledge of God, the Sexvice 


of God, and Communion with him. Hete- 


then by way of Application, 
1. We may ſee that it was for good rea- 
ſon that the bleſſed Apoſtle is confiderfr, 


and willing to depirt; nay, be groans 


within himſelf, deſiring that mortality 
might be ſwallowed up of life, as he ſpeaks, 
v. 4. I told you before; that theſe words did 
contain the reaſon or ground thereof; and 
by this time I hope you ſee that the reaſon 
is good, and the ground is ſufficient. What 
will themen of this world ſay? Will you 
perſwade us out of our life? Should any 
thing in the world make a man weary of 
his life? Præſtat miſerum eſſe quam non eſſe: 
The Apoſtle was ſure beſides himſelf, or he 
would never have fallen out with hs own 


life: or elſe he was in a pe ſſion, and knex 


not what he ſaid : or elſe his life was bittet 
to him, by reaſon of the poor, afflicted, 
perſecuted condition that he lived in, and 
ſo he was become deſperate, and cated not 
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what became of him. No, none of theſe : 
The Apoſtle was in his right wits, and in 
a ſober mind too. It was not a paſſion, or 
a fit of mElancholly, but bis judgement and 
choice upon good deliberation ; and there. 
fore you find him in the ſame mind elſe» 
where, Phil. 1. 23. I defire to depart, and 
to be with Chriſt, which is far better, Be- 
ſides, he gives a reaſon for what he deſires; 
now we know that paſſion is unruly and 
unreaſonable. Neither was the Apoſtle 
beſides himſelf, for he gives a good, ſolid 


and wiſe reaſon, — #hilſt we are at home 
in the body, &c. He will part with his life, 


rather than not be perſectly happy. For, 
whereas worldlings put ſuch a high price 
upon life, and think that nothing ſhould 
perſwade men out of their lives: Its true 
indced, if we ſpeak properly, life is the 
perfeRion of the creature: The happineſs 
of Every thing is its life: A living Dog is 
betii than a dead Lion, Eccleſ. 9.4. But 
may ſay to theſe, even as our Saviour 
ſaid to that woman, in 70h. 4. 18. concern- 
ing ber Husband; The life that we live 
here, is not our life. The union of the ſen- 
ſitive ſoul with the body, is indeed truly 
and properly the life of a beaſt; and its 
greateſt happineſs, for it is capable of no 


higher 
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digher perfection: But the union of the 


rational ſoul with God, is the nobleſt 


perfection of man, and his higheſt life: ſo 
that the life of a believing ſoul is not de- 
ſtroyed at death, but perfected. Neither 
was the Apoſtle weary of his life, becauſe of 
the ad verſuies of it. The Apoſtle was of 
a braver ſpiric ſure than any Stoick; he 
durſt live, though he rather deſired to dye. 
All the conflicts he endured with the 
world, never wrung ſuch a ſigh from him, 
as the conflict chat he had with his own 
corruptions did, Row. 7. 24. O wretched 
an, Cc. All the perſecutions in the world 
never made him groan ſo much, as the bur- 
den of his fleſh doth here, and his great di- 
Rance from the Lord. A godly ſoul can 
conyerſe with perſecuting men, and a 
tempting Devil, can handle briars and 
thorns, can grapple with any kind of op- 
preſſions and adver ſities in the fleſh with- 
out deſpondency, ſo long as it finds it ſelf 
in the boſome of God, and in the arms of 
Omnipotence, But when it begins to con- 
ſider where it is, ho far it is from its God, 
itslife, and the happy ſtate that God bach 
prepared it for, then jt cannot but groan 
within it ſelf, and be ready with Ferer, to 
caſt it ſelſ out of the ſkip, to get to its God, 
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to land it ſelf in eternity. Neither indeed 
(ro ſpeak truly) is it only the ſenſe of ſin 
againſt God, which ſe:s the godly ſoul 
a going: For, though it muſt be confeſt, 
that this is a heavy burden upon the-ſoul, 
yet the Apoſtle makts no complaint of this 
here, but only of his diſtance from God, 
that neceſſary diſtance from God that the 
body kept bim it at. | 

2. See here the excellent ſpirit of true 
Religion. Godly ſouls do groan after an 
unbodyed eſtate, not only becauſe of their 
ſins in the body, but even becauſe of the 
neceſſary diſtance at which the body keeps 
them from God, We may ſuppoſe a godly 
ſoul at ſometime to have no manner of af- 
fl. ction in the world to grieve him, no fin 
unpardoned, unrepented of to trouble 
him; yet for all this he is not at perfect 
reſt; he is burdened and groans within 
himſelf, becauſe he is at ſuch a diſtance 
from that abſolute good, whom he longs to 
know more familiarly, and enjoy more ful- 
ly than he doth yet, or than is allowed to 
mortal men: And though nothing elſe ayl 
bim, yet the conſideration of this diſtance 
makes bim cry our, Oh when ſbal I come 
and appear before God! be wholly ſwallow- 
ed up in him, ſee him as he is, and —_— 
wit 
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freedom from fin, cannot ſatisfie that noble 
and large ſpirit that is in a truly and God- 
like ſou}, but that ſpirit of true goodneſs 
(being nothing elſe but an efflux from God 
himſelf) carryes the ſoul out aiter 4 more 
intimate union wi:h that Being from 
whence it came: God dwelling in the ſoul, 
doth by a ſecret migh'y power draw the 
ſou] more and more to himſelf, In a word, 
a godly ſou), that is really tovcht with the 
ſenſe of divine ſweetneſs and ſulneſs, and 
impreſt with divine goodneſs and holineſs, 
as che waz is with the ſtamp of the ſeal, 
could not be content to dwell forever in 
this kind of animal body, nor take up an 
eternal reſt in this imperfect mixed tare; 
though it could converſe with the world 
without a ſinful ſullying of it ſelf; bur muſt 
needs endeayour ſtill a cloſet con junction 


wich God; and leaving the cbaſe of all 


other objects, pant and breath not only 
after God alone, but after more ard more 
of him; and not only when it is under the 
ſenſe of ſin, but moſt of all when it is under 
the moſt powerful influences of divine 
grace and love, cry out with Paul, Oh, who 
will deliver me ont of thu body: | 
3. Suffer me irom hence to expoſlulate 
| licthe, 
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with him face to face, Bare ingocency, or — 
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We 


little, to expoſtulate wich Chriſtian ſouls ro 
about their unſeemly temper. Doth this tb. 
animal life, and mortal body, keep us ar l N. 
ſuch a diſtance from our God, our happi- no 
neſs? Why are we then ſo fond of this Su. 
life and mixed ſtate > Why do we ſo pam- pe. 
per this body? Why ſo anxiouſly ſtudions py 
to keep it up, ſo dreadfully afraid of the 1d 
ruines of it? If we take the Apoſtles words ch. 
in the firſt ſeale that I named, then I may cor 
ask with him in the firſt yerle; Know we up 
not, that if our tarthly bouſe of this tabernacle ¶ wh 
were diſſolved, t had a building of God, 4 (or 
honſe not made with hands , eternal in the life 
Heavens? or ver,. 8. Why are we not wil- tho 
ling rather to be abſent from the body, and giv 
to be preſent with the Loyd? If we take 0. 
them in the latter ſenſe, as chis animal bo- ſon 
dy is an binderanceto the ſouls knowledge ¶ the 
of, and communion with God, then I ask mig 
concerning this, as the Apoſtle doth con- an 
cerning rich men, fames 2. 6. Why do ye | we 
pamper, prize, honour, dote upon this bo- tha 
dy? Doth not this body oppreſs you, di- did 
ſtract you, burden you, clog you, hinder | ma] 
you? Doth not this body interpoſe be- of i 
tween the Sun of Righteouſneſs, between no 
the Father of Lights, and your ſouls that alre 
ſnould ſhine with a light and glory bor- I piy, 


rowed 


lat 
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not rather weary, that we are in t 
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rowed from him; even as the dark body of 
the carth interpoſes between the Sun and 
Moon, to ecclipſe its light * Why are we 
S body ? 
Surely there are ſome objeRions, ſome im- 
pediments to the ſouls longing after its hap. 
py ſtate, which I ſhall come to anon: But 
I doubt alſo, that there is ſomething that 
chains the ſon! to this animal life; ſome 
cords in this earthly tabernacle, that tye 
up the ſoul in it: but I cannot well imagine 
what they ſhould be. Say nor, There is 
ſomething of God to be enjoyed in this 
lite, which makes it pleaſant; For, al 
though this be true, yer, I am ſure, God 
gives nothing of himſelf to a ſoul, thereby 
to clog it orcloy it, Did Moſes ſend for 
ſome Cluſters of the Land of Canaan into 
thewilderneſs, think ye, that the .people 
might ſee and caſte the fruits, and fic ſtill, 
and be ſatisfied, and ſay, Oh it is enough, 
we ſee that there are pleaſant things in 
that Land, we will never come at it 7 or, 
did he not do it rather that they might 
make the more haſte to poſſeſs themſelves 
of it? Will any man ſay, Away, I will have 
no more land, no more mony, I ba ve ſome 
already? Can a godly ſoul ſay , God bath 
given me anearneſt, I defire no more? No, 
no, 
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no; but the report that a- Chriſtian hears 
of a reſt remaining, a bappy life remaining 
for it, and the char: ots of divine graces that 
ke ſees God hath ſent out into his ſoul to 
convey it thirher, make him cry out, not 


with Jacob, Gin, 45. 28. It « enough, 


Joſeph my Son is yer alive, I will go and ſee 
him before I dye : But oh this is not enough, 
this report is not enough; it is not enough 
that I caſte ſome of the good things of the 
Land; it is not enough that I ſee theſe car- 
riages ſent out for me; it is not enough 
that my ſoul hach an happy and honourable 
life prepared for it; I ſee it indeed before 
dye, but I will alſo dye, that I may ſee it 
better, and enjoy it more. But I doubt 
there is ſome earthly tye, even upon the 
heavenly ſou: that chains it to this preſent 
animal body: But, ſure I am, that whatſo- 


— ever it is, it is but a weak one. Is there any 
worldly accommodation, any creature- toy, 


that ſnould in reaſon ſtep between à ſoul 


and its God? Is this life ſweet, becauſe 
there are creature-comforts to be enjoyed ? 


And will it not be a betterlife, when crea- 
ture. comforts ſhall not be needed? And 


are the pleaſures of this body, the comforts 
of this life, the flittering ſmiles, or fawning 
embraces of the creacure , ſuch a mighty 
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contentment to a ſoul, to a ſoul 2cquiinted 
with the bigheſt good? Haſt thou, O my 
ſoul, any ſuch full and ſatisfying entertain- 
ment in thy Pilgrimage, as to make thee 
ſoath to go home? Wilt. hou hide thy ſelf 


with Saul among the j?-ff, among the lum- 


ber of the world, when thou art fovght for 
to be crowned ? Ate the empty ſounds of 
popular applzuſe, the breaking bubbles of 


{ſecular greatneſs, the ſhallow ſtreams of 


— 


ſenſual pleaſures, the ſmiling dalliance, and 
iſping eloquence of wives and children, the 
flying ſhadows of creature-refreſhments, 
the momentany flouriſhes of worldly beau- 
tyand bravery, Are theſe meat for a ſoul? 


Are theſe the proper object, or the main 


happineſs of ſuch a divine thing, as an im- 
mortal ſoul > Why are we not rather wea- 
ry of this body, that makes us fo weary of 
heavenly employment? Why do we not 
rather long to part with that life, tbat parts 
us from our life? And inſtead of the 
young Apoſiles Ir 5s good to be here, cry 
out with the ſweet ſinger, Oh that ore 
would give me the wings of a Dove, that 1 

might fly away and be at reſt | 
And now methinks, by this time, I might 
be ſomewhat bold. and form my remaining 
diſcourſe into an Exhggration. But, it = 
e, 
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we would have the world co believe that 
we have layd up our happineſs in God, and 
char we are troubled that we are fo far 
from him; end yet we are afraid left that 
ſhon!d be taken out of the way that keeps 
us at a diſtance from bi n: We flatter our 


ſelves that we are in haſte for Heaven, and | 


yet we are Creadfully aid leſt our rubs 
ſhould be taken out of he way, How do 
theſe things hang together ? Are we per- 
ſwaded, that if this earthly houſe of our 
tabernacle were taken down, we have a 
building not made with hands, eternal in 
the Heavens ? If not, Why do we yet call 
our ſelyes Chriſtians? But I think I may 
take it for granted, we are all ſo perſwa- 
ded : And if ſo, Why are we ſo afraid it 
ſnould be taken down? I am loath to ſpeak 
wharT think; yer methinks the entire and 
ardent love which we either do bear, or 
ought ro bear to the Bleſſed God, and 
union and communion with him, ſhould 
caſt out this fear: This is ſuitable co Scrip- 
ture, 1 ch, 4 18. I will not diſpute how 
far ſinful fear for tbe body may carry a 
godly foul; the further , rhe worſe | am 
ſare : But if any will needs be ſo indulgent 
ro his own pa ſſions, and ſo much an enemy 


to his own peace, as to encourage himſelf | 
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tofear (which is a ſtrange thing) from the 
example of Abraham, denying his wife; or 
Peter, denying his Lord ; let him compare 
the iſſue, and then let me ſee whether he 
dare go and do like wiſe: But if that will 
not fright you from fear, chew upon theſe 
two Conſiderations. 

1. I pray you {eriouſly diſpute the mat. 
ter with your ſelves, bow far fear of ſick 
neſsand death may conſiſt with that ardent 
thirſt after union and perfect communion 
with the Bleſſed God, with which we ought 
to be poſſeſt, 

2. Diſpute ſeriouſly how far it can ſtand 
with the ſincerity of a Chriſtian. God hath 
not left us in the dark, as to this matter. I 
will turn you to a Text or two, which, 
methinks, ſhould ſtrike cold to all flaviſh 
trembling Profeſſors, Prov. 28. 1. Fob 15. 
20, 21. The wicked travelleih with pain 
all his dayts, 4 dreaaful ſound is in hits cars: 
They are che words of Eliphax indeed, but 
they do agree with the words of God him · 
ſelf; a. 33. 14. The fonners. in Sion are 
afraid, fearfulneſs bath ſarprized the- bo- 
crites: When I read over theſe Texts, I 
cannot but pray, and cry, O my | 
not you into the number of the wicked, 
and be not united into the aſſembly | 

pocrites ! L 
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If you bring up this ſervant delicately ſrom 
2 child, you ſhall have him become your 
Son at length, yea, your Maſter, If you do 
by your bodyes, as the fond King did b 
his Son Adowjab, 1 King. 1.6, never diſ- 
pleaſe ir, never reprove it, never deny ir 
it will do with you in time as he did, raiſe 
Tſedicionsin your foul, Go on and pleaſe 
and pamper, and cocker your bodyes ,an 
it will come co this at length, that you muſt 
deny them nothing; you muſt give what- 
ſoever a whining appetite will crave', go 
whither your ' padding ſeaſes will carry 
yor, and ſpeak whatſoever wanton faney 
will ſng Ky Doth not the body it ſelf ſer 
us at 2 ſufficient diſtance from God; but 
we mat eſtrange our ſelves more from him 
by pleaſuring it, ſpend the time that ſhould 
be for God, in decking, trimming, adorning 
it? When you cram this, yau feed a Bird 
that will pick out your cyes; you nouriſh 
a Traitor, when you gratifie this Adonij ab. 
In à word, Is it not enough chat we do all 
carry fire in our boſomes, but we muſt alſo 
blow it up into a flame; Nay, my Pre- 
| ti rin de not ſo foolsſbly. 
Aud now, methinks, by this time, I may 
„ Ledrure upon an Exhortation; by degrees 
N „„ 2 
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1. Watch againſt the Body. You have 
heard how the ſenſes, appetite and fancy 
become a ſnare to the fou's i / ing unto, and 
converſing with God: Now chen, if you 
ſeriouſly deſign communion wich Heaven, 
if you placed your happineſs in the krow- 
jedge and enjoymeat of that ſopeme and 
eternal good, it becomes you to watch 
againſt all things that may diſtract or di- 
vert you ſrom it, ot make you fall ſhort of 
the glory of God. Men that live upon 
earchly deſigns, whoſe great ambition it is 
to be great in the world, do not only uſe 
the moſt effectual means, and take the molt 
direct courſes to accompliſn rhoſe deſigns, 
and attain thoſe ends, but do cont'nually 
ſuſpect, and diligentiy watch againſt all 
the moths that would corrupt, the ruſt char 
would conſume, the thieves that would. 
plunder their treaſures; and, in a word, 
againſt all poſſible hinderances, defrauda- 
tions, and diſappointments: So will we 
ſuſpect and watch fare again{t all enemies 
and traitors to our fouls, if we live here 
upon eternal deſigns, if out ambition be to 
be great in God alone. And the more emi- 


nent the danger is, the more will we "_ 5 3 
Have you not found by experience, hi dt 


of theſe three have pre judicial to 
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"enjoyments, ornaments,  excellencies, 


ſo ſweet, theſe bodily ornaments never ſo 


3 their on ſonls, who live upon bodily or- 


have not been ſo ſtudious to know the 
ſtate, nor purſue the happineſs of your own 
ſouls as you might: If ſo,then watch againſt 
that moſt of all, which you have found to 
be moſt injurions. For it ordinarily comes 
to paſs, either by the difference of conſti- 
tutions, or difference of temptations, or 
different wayes of living, or ſome other 
thing, that Gods children are more en- 
ſnared by ſome one of: theſe than other. 
Well, be ſure to watch and pray, and ſtrive 
more eſpecially againſt the more tipecial 
enemies of your ſouls. 

2. Live above the body : above bodily 
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Though theſc bodily enjoyments be never 
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glorious, yet is not your happineſs in theſe. 
Certainly they live to their loſs, who live 
upon the excellencies of their own fouls , 
whether natural or ſupernatural, they de- 
prive themſelves of the inſinite glory, ful- 
neſs and ſufficiency that is in the Bleſſed 
God, who take up their happineſs in theſe: 
Much more do they pinch and impoveriſh 


naments, or excellencies; wherein many 
inſeriour creatures de excel them; the Roſe 
e | | Ii 
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in beauty, the dun in brigbtneſe, the Lion iin 
ſtrength, the Stagg in ſwifcneſs, &c. If a 
woman were as lovely as the morning, fair 

4s the Moon, clear as the Sun: if man 
were full of perſonal grace and majeſty, 
terrible as an Army with banners; yet were 

not their bappineſs in theſe accompliſh- 
ments. Nay, which is worſe, theſe orna- 
ments ſtand between us and our happineſs. 
When you begin therefore at any time 
fondly to admire any of theſe bodily excel- 
lencies, then think with your ſelves, Oh 
but all theſe do not make my ſoul happy: 
Nay, this beautiful outſide muſt ſtink, and 
be deformed ; theſe fair and flouriſhing 
members muſt wither in the duſt; this 
active, ſtrong and graceful body, muſt be 
buryed in diſgrace and weakneſs, before! 
can attain to entire and perfect happineſs, 
This conſideration will advance us to liye 
above the body. 

3. Be content to be unbodyed for à timt. 
Is it true, that we can no otherwiſe be hap- 
py, no otherwiſe be preſent with God, 
know him familiarly, en joy bim perfectly 
and entirely ? cannot we get to him, except 
we ge thorow the duſt ? Be it ſo hen; be 
content to be unbodyed for a time. Occi- 
dat modo imperet, could the Heathen ſay 

8 L 4 concerning 


. 


wes wa "4 oY wi 5 5 5 * 

. her Son; much rather may a 
Chriſtian ſay concerning his Father, Let him 
ſlay me, ſo my ſoul may but reign with him, 
which is by his reigning in it; Let him kill 
me, ſo he will but fill me; Let him draw me 
thorow the duſt of the earth, ſo he will 
but drew me out of this duſt of the world. 
fo he will but draw me nigh unto himfſelf, 
and bring me into'a full and inſeparable 
con junction with my Lord ! Methinks I 
need not uſe many arguments to perſwade 
a ſoul that is feelinply overpowered, maſter- 
ed, raviſhed with the infinite beauty, good- 


willing to quit a duſty tabernacle for a 
time, wherein it is almoſt ſwallowed up, to 
depart, and to be entirely ſwallowed up in 
bim. Nay, ſuppoſe a Chriſtian in the 
loweſt form, who hath but choſen God for 
his bigheſt good and only happineſs (as 
every ſincere Chriſtian hath) methinks he 
ſhould have learnt this leſſon, ro comply 
with that infinite, perfeR will, that governs 
both him and the whole world: I cannot 
conceive a godly ſoul without the ſubduing 
of ſel-will ; nor ſuppoſe a fincere Saint 
void at leaſt of the habit of ſelf-refignation. 
Therefore I will add no more concerging 


this, but riſe a ſtep bigber; 


4. Long 
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neſs, glory and fulneſs of his God, to be 
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4. Long after au unbidyed ſtare, delire 
to depart, and to be with the Lord, groan 


within your ſelves to have mortality ſwal- 


lowed up of life; in which temper you find 
the holy Apoſtle, To be content to dye, is a 
good temper, a temper ſcarce to be found 


(I chink) in any wicked man; not from a 


right principle, Tam ſure : But, methinks, 
its no yery great thing in compariſon of 
what we ſhould labour to attain to. Think 
on*ca little; what a ſtrange kind of cold 
uncouth phraſe it is, Such a man is content 
to be bappy ! Men are not ſaid to be con- 
tent to be rich, but covetous; not willing 
to be honoured, but ambitious: And why 
ſhould ic only be content to be with God ? 
Lam perſwaded there is no ſhew nor fem- 
blance of ſatisfactory bliſs and l-appineſs-for 
a ſoul, a nob@immorcs] nature, but on- 
in the ſupreme eſſential, perſect, abſolute 
good, the bleſſed and eternal good: And, 
ſhould not this noble active Beiog be car- 
ryed out with vehement longings aſter us 
proper and- full happineſs, as well as this 
earthly ſluggiſh body is carryed with reſl» 
leſs apperite after health, and ſafety, and 
liberty ? Why ſhould a ſoul alone be con- 
tent to be happy, when all other things in 
the world, do ſo ardently court, and vebe- 

mently 
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mently purſue their reſpectiwe ends, and 

ſeveral] perfections ? Certainly if the 
bleſſed and glorious God ſhould diſplay 
himſelf in all bis beauty, and open all his in- 
finice treaſures of goodneſs, and ſweetnels 
and fulneſs within the view of a ſoul; it 
could not but be raviſhed with the objeR, 
earneſtly preſs into his preſence, ruere in 
amplexu,and with a holy impatience throw 
it ſelf into his arms: There would be need 
of ſetting bounds to the Mount, to keep it 
from breaking thorow unto the Lord: what 
is faid of the Queen of the South, when ſhe 
had heard the wiſdom, and ſeen the glory of 
Solomon; 2 Chron. 9. 4. would be more 
true ofa Chriſtian, there would be 20 wore 
ſpirit left in him. Some have therefore ob- 
ſerved the wiſdom of God in engaging the 
ſoul in o dear a union with ſhe body, that 
ir might care for it, and not quit it: Lea, 
the Heathen obſerved the wiſdom of God 
in concealing che happy ſtate of a ſepara- 
red fou!; that ſo men might be content to 
live out their time, victaroſque Dii celant, 
at vi vert durtnt, Felix eſſe mori. But 
alas, we ſee but darkly as thorow a glaſs, 
and our affections towards God are pro- 
por tionable · to our apprehenſions of him; 


_ theſe are dark, and therefore thoſe are 
3 dull. 


| dull. And ob would to God they were 


. —. 


but indeed proportionable ' for then we 
ſhould love him only, if not earneſtly; and 
defirehim entirely, if not ſufficiently. Cor- 
ſider what I have hinted, concerning e 
happineſs of the ſoul in the en joyment df 
God, and what I have more fully demon- 
ſtrated concerning the bodyes hindering of 
it, and keeping it at a diſtance; and then 


- argue, Is happineſs the main end of every 


Being? Muſt not this foul then, being a 
noble and immortal nature, needs look out 
for ſome bigh and noble happineſs, ſuitable 
co its excellent ſelf? Can that be any 
where, but in the enjoyment of the higheſt 
and uncreated good? And can this never 
be attained whilſt we are in this animal 


' Nate, in this mortal body, that keeps at 


ſuch a diſtance? Oh why then do we not 
look out after ſo much enjoyment of this 
blefſed God, as weare now capable of; and 
long after a departure hence, that we may 
enjoy him freely and fully, and be eternally 
happy in him! oh be not only content, but 
even covetous. 

But what, ſhall the ſon! break the cage 
that ſhe may take ber flight? God forbid? 
How can be pretend to be a lover of God, 
who is not formed into his will, ſabjeR - 
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his ordination, 
tion that he hach allotted him? But if we 
may not hreak it to eſcipe, yet methinks it 
may be ſafe enough, with ſubmiſſion to 
wiſh it were broken: If we may not with 
Saul, diſſolve our ſelves, yet with Paul, we 
may de ſire to be diſſol ved. The pertection 
that the moſt Chriſtians attain to, is but 
to deſire to live, and be content to dye: Oh, 
conſider hat I have ſaid in this macter, and 
invert the order of thoſe words in your 
hearts, Be content to live, deſire to dye. 

But what, would. you have us pray for 
. death? Anſwer, I ſpeak not of a formal 
praying either for one or other. What the 
Apoſtle ſpeaks of the greateſt of fins, 
1 oh. 5.16, Iam ready to ſay of this ſtate 
of treedom from all ſin, I do not ſay that ye 
ſhould pray for it. You will tell me chat Da- 
vid and Hezrhkiah prayed for life: And I 
could tell you chat Elijah prayed for death, 
1 King, 19 4. be was indeed « man ſubjett 
to paſſions, James 5, 17. but I believe this 
was none of them, But I will not enveigle my 
ſelf in any controverſie: Methinks the ſad 
conſideration layd before your eyes, whilſt 
we are in che body, we are ablent, diſtant 
from the Lord, ſhould wring out an 0 
wretched man that I am, &c. or an I defore 
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te be dſſiolved; or if not words, yet at 
leaſt a groan after immortality, with our 
Apoſtle here — zye groan within our 
ſelves that mortality may be ſwallowed np 
of life. 

But can a ſoul poſſibly long for the de- 
ſtruction of the body ? Phitolophy indeed 
tells us that it cannot. Be it fo: yet I'm 
ſure Divinity reaches, that a ſoul may long 
after the redemption of the body; the re- 
demption of it from this kind of at ĩ nal, 
corruptible enſnaring condition that it is 
now in, Kom. 8. 23. [ft groan with» 
in our ſelves, waiting for the redemption of 
our body. If we cannot wiſh to be unclothed, 
yet we may long to be clothed upon, verſ 4. 
of this chapter? At leaſt, methinks, the 
Heathen ſhould not out- do us, who could 
ſay, Mori nols, ſed me mortuum eſſe nihil 
curo. 

But, will all cry, Oh if we were ſure of 
intereſt in it, of pardon of ſin, of truth, of 
grace, of eternal life, then we could freely 
leave all. Anſw. | 

1. That is, you would live to be more 
holy before you dye: you are not yet holy 
enough, No, nor never ſhall be till you 
dye. If you long after holineſs long to be 
with God then; for chat is & ſtace of 5 
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Mat, 22. 37, 38. ſo that it rather 
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fe& holineſs. To deſire to live, upon pre- 


rence of being more holy, is a meer fallacy, 
a contradiction. But, it may be, this is not 
the meaning, of the ObjeRion : There- 


'- -ſore 
' — 2. Anothaving of what we would have, 


is not an excuſe for not deing wha: we 
ſhould do. It is our duty to rejoyce in the 
Lord, Phil. 4. 4. which our not having of 
s\ſurance, doth not exempr us from, 
though, if we have aſſurance, we might 
indeed rejoyce the more. But to take off 
this plea at once. 
3. Oarearneſt longings after a full and 
perfect en joyment of God, and ſo our 
breathings after an immortal ſtate doth not 
depend upon our aſſurance; but indeed 
aſſurance rather depends upon that. I 
doubt we are commonly miſtaken in the 
nature of aſſurance; and, it may be, are in a 
wrong manner curious about the figns 
of Chriſts appearing in our ſouls. For, cer: 
tainly a well grounded affarance of the love 
of God, doth moſt diſcover and nnfold it 
ſelf in the growth of true godlineſs in the 
lou! : Now the love of God, and an ear- 
neſt defire to be like unto him, and to be 
with him, is the better half of all religion, 
3 
that 
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that aſſurance ſprings up from this frame of 
ſoul, than that this ariſes out of aſſurance. 
ior If aſſurance be the thing that you deſire, 
re. get your ſouls joyned to God in a union of 
affections, will, and ends, and then labour 
e land long to be cloſer to bim, liker to him, | 
perſectiy holy and happy in him, and be ye 4 
aſſured that Chriſt is in you of a truth: 4 
of [For theſe mighty works which be bath 
wrought, theſe divine- breathings , theſe 
. pantings after him do bear witneſs of 
im. | = 
of 4. Whether ever you come to that feel. , 
nd lings knowledge, that powerſul ſenſe of 
your ſtate or no, which you call affurance,, 
yet know, that it is your duty to long at- 
ter immortality. We are wont to call af- 
1 Þorance the priviledge of ſome few; but the 
Scripture makes this temper that I am 
Ipeaking of, the duty of all Belie vers, 
1 erhich I do the rather name, becauſe ! find 
£7 [few Profeſſors of this temper; and indeed 
u tut few that are willing to believe that they 
ought to be. Our Saviour calls all Be- 
lievers to as much in effect as I do, Lak. al. 
28. Look up and lift ap your beads, for the: 
day of year redemption draweth nigh : where- 
by is not meant a bare poſture aud ſpecula- 


tion, but joy and longing are ng. | 
a: - | t 
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that phraſe, ſay the Dutch Annotat. See 
alſo Rev. 22. 17. Conſider further (which, 
methi'nks, ſhould ſtrike cold to the hearts ' 
of cold · hearted Profeſſors) that this very 
remper is made one of · the greateſt cha / 
racters of true and ſincere Saints: I do not} #1 
know of any one oftner named; See Rom. l 
8. 23. We groan within our ſelves, waiting 0 
for the redemption of our body, 2 Tim. 4. 8. . 
The Lord ſhall give the Crown to them that Y © 
love bis appearing, Tit. 2. 13. Weſhould C 
live godly in this preſent world, looking for | | 
that bleſſed hope, and the glorious appearing Y 
of the great God, and our Saviour Fe. il 
Chriſt, 2 pet. 3.12, What manner of per- 
ſons ought we to be in all holy converſa- - 
tl 

89 
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ef 

bi 
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tion and godlineſs, looking for, and ba- 
ſtening to the coming of the day of God! Jade 
21. Keep your ſelves in the love of God, 
looking for the mercy of our Lord Feſm 
Chriſt anto eternal life. Doall theſe plain 
and pathetical Scripcures ſtand for cyphers 
in your eye? Methinks they ſhould not. 
Bat not to ſtand upon the proof of it tobe | 1 
a duty, it matters not whecher there be an | G 
expreſs command for it or no: This chat II ® 
am ſpeaking of, is not ſo much the duty of be 
godly perſons, as the very nature, genius 
aud ſpirit indeed of godlineſs ir ſel? — 4 di 
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see thinks 2 godly, foul, hat is truly coucht 
ch. 5 by T, and 

impr with it, as the Neeult is with che 


ery Loadſtone, muſt needs ſtrive pberfully | 
ha. 4 within it ſelf to be in conjunction with it: 
not A holy ſoul, that ak: er #ll its wen riſome de- 
m., feats, and ſnameſuſ di ſappqintments in the 
ing creature, finds its ſelf perſectly matcht with 
8. chi infioce, full. aad per ſect object. mult 
bat certainly and neceſſariſy be :earryeds wich- 
uld | out any other, argument, with ger vent 
for langings after union to it, and/pamgunion 
| with it The Spouſe might ſay: coftcern- 
ing Cbeiſt, as be concerningiier,.{aut.6. 
er- I2{:Orever 1 was: aware ,my: foul wade me 
fa lite ibe chariots of ind, And.every 
ba- godly ſoul maꝭ in ſome degree lay; with 
ide | that Spouſe, Cunt, 51:4, L Aud put 
4 in his land by the halt of the de, (and my 
[us bomel is wert mavid ſar him: Ixeſem ct. 
ain Tell me, friends; How: can Divioe Grace, 
that Well of living water in che loulobuſe 
ot. but ſpting up into eternal life hen & 14. 
be I doubt not to afficm, chaꝭ that whych is of 
an Godin the foul, | malt; needs carry the ſou! 
ratet God i as it belongs to Heavenyſqae will 
of | belonging towards Heaven. That which 
is oſa divine origins}, malt;areds haue a 
divine tendeneyʒ chat which is of:divine 
12 M et Haft ian; 
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aud pete, ind love? Willye 


. 


extraction, will have in ĩi a divine ute. l ius, 
and per ſuꝭ à divine pfiff, Cal; 1. Thar 
divineliff rad ſpirit thut runs thorow 

ſouls; AH ]αα,jHEe ard eilt in 
ſafe all xe powers of them into an active 


and cheatfubſywpatby. wick chat abſolute 


good chat 'Penders them compleatly ble 
ſed,” Mohrels and purity of beutt will be 
attracting God more and more to i feb; 
and the tote purt put ſouls are, and che 
more Tepurme. from torthüy rhinge, the 
more earneſtly: wil they endeavour the 
neareſt "arſiob char may be with God : und 
ſo by ronteqnence, methinks . they: uſt 
needs in lome ſenſe deſirt the removal of 
therarimbl life, and dark body char Maude 
in their way for rbey Imo that; that 


 whichnowlet&ch, wilkler (Juch is the un- 


changea ble hature of it, vil it be layd in 
che duft) vill it be taten ont of the wax. 
be thirſty Ring did bur cry for water 51 


the Weit of Berb/cbirny, and his Champions 


broke thäròw che Hoſt ef the Philiſſines, 
und ſetebhr it; 2 Som. 23. 15. And will ye 
not Mow rhe thirſty ſcul, if not to den 
thires to fetch it, yet at leaſt to b. en 
inro an Of tbat ont womtth give me 10 Arink 
of ae living nter of the ſountain of gtace, 
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ly 1 to wiſh within ic 
ſelf that they were broken down ꝰ — 
| word then, give me leave earneſtiy to pre 
vou to an earneft preſſing after gerted fra Shen 
Jon of, and eternal converſe with God, 

and to change the Apoſtles words, 


_ 1. * we are compaſſed about 
ivine light, and glory, 4 

ney let us be willing and deſirous to 

lay aſide this weight of fleſh, and this 

that ſo eaſily reſiſts us with fins and 

and run with eagerneſs to the object th 

ſet before us. Amen, Amen. 


Dram me, we will run after thee. 
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Mer. 22. 30. ö 
are 4s the agen of God in Heaven, 


HE Dotine of -our Tord ' 
] Jeſus Chriſt, and thegrens, \ 
things of C briftian! Ret 
gion, as they were eto un- 
ted a ſtrange thih$ = 
the world, ben they 1 
rd publiſh: and preacht: ſo inden by «2:7 
none leſs entertained, or rather more Up- 
poſed, than by rhe wiſeſt of men livitig in 1 
that age; viz; Feribus, Phariſees, Saddnter, © | 
who were the diſpmtert of rhis world, as che 
Apoſtles phraſe is, 1 Cor, I. 20. A thing of . 
M 3/4” worderful . - 
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deen lobermion, not only to us in 


our day. but even to our bleſſed Lord bim- 
te dayes of ths fleſh, who fetches | 


the cauſeof it from Maven, and adores the 
ip Willoger Cog in it, Mus. 1 1. 23. 
Amongſt other ſet ations that t 
Saddutes held with out Saviour, this in this 
chapter is very f « where they diſ. 
te againſt the Re rreion of the dead , 
y an ar — fet . 23. 
gro nce-of 4 woman . 
that bad _ — to ſeven Husbands | m 
ſucceſſively: Now, ſay they, if there be a A 
ReſurreRion,whoſe Wiſe ſhall ſke be then? te 
our Saviour anfwers by deſtroying the | fp 
ground of their argumem and ſhewing that | h 
they diſputed upon a falſe bs a for, | i 
faith he, Ja the Re 
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Doct. T hat thyglorified Saints 0 1 « | £ 
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the Angels of God in; Heaven, The other 
Evangeliſts do lay down the ſame truth, as 
youmay find. Mark,12.25. Lak, 20. 36. 
Im the explication. of which point, 1 will 
ſhew. 1. Negatively, wherein the Saints 
ſhall not be hke "the Angel, 2. 1 


roy, | 
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nuch uberein they (hall be like unte them: 


hi | or, as St. Luke hath Ir, equal to them. 1 


I, Negatively, The glorißed S nt ſhall 
wet be like the Angels in eſſence: The Ange- 
ical eſſence, and the rational ſoul are, and 
ſhall-be different. Souls ſhall remain ſouls 
ſtill, keep their on eſſence :, The eſſence 
ſhall not be ed; ſouls ſhall not be 
changed into Angelical eſſences, 

2. . T hey ſpall not be Wholly ſpiritg without 
bedyes, ns che, Angels : The (pi Juſt 
men now made perfect, are mor | 
Angels in this ſenſe, than they ſhall be a- 
ter che Reſurtection: For now they are 
ſpirits without hodyes but the Saints ſhall 
have bodyes; not ſurh as now (ſo corrup- 
tible, ſo crazy) not in any thing defeRive , 
not aeeding creatute ſupplyes 3 Bur incor- 
ruptible, glorious bodyes, in ſome ſenſe 
ſpirigual bodyes ; which are deſcribed by 
three characters, 1 CM. 15. 42, 43. Iacor- 
rwptible (ſome hat more than immortal) 
glarisiu, pomerf al. Neither doch their ba- 
ving bodyes any whit abate of their per- 
fection or glory, nor render them inſerior 
tothe Angels: for even the glorious. Re- 
dee mer ofthe world, hath a body, who is 
yet ſuperior to the Angels; and be ſhall 


change che vile bodyes- of che Faints., 
| M 4 and 
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and make tbem likes ih o his glorious body 


But rather, that as man was at firſt n 
little lower than tlie Angels; ſo that he 


are 


\Srees, as much as the Angels : Ir ſeems ra- 
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31 Neicher tae we any ground to be- 
lieye; that the Sairits | ſhall be 'alropether 
equal to the Angels" in dignity 1905 

ade a 


ſhall never come to be exalted altoget her 
ſo higb as they: for it ſeemeth, that the 


Io an Angel, is greater than 
ofa and ſo ſhalſtontinue , far they 
kinds of creatures. Asa beaſt 
cannot become ſo wiſe and intelligent as a 
man; for then be would ceaſe ro be a beaſt: 


ſo neither ean a man become ſo large and 


capable as an Angel; ſor then he would 
ceaſe to bea man. . 
2. Affirmitivily 7 Tbe glorified Saints 
ſhall be like the Angels of God in Heaven; 
firſt, In their qualitig; that is, 0 

1. In being pure ald holy; whether they 
ſhall be equal co. them in poſitive. holineſs, 
or no, I kriow not: whether they ſnall un- 
derſtand, and know, and love God, in all de- 


ther that they ſh1ll not; Becauſe, as T (aid 
before, their capacity ſhall nor be ſo large. 
But if in this they be not altogether- equal 


40 the Angels, yer it implyes no imper- 


ry 1 


fection 
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Fecion - for they ſhall be poſitively holy as 
far as their nature is capable; and ſo ſhall 
be perſect in their kind, Heb. 12. 23, The 
ſpirits.of Juſt men made perfect: They ſhall 
in this be like unto the Angels, if not equal 
to them; yea like unto God himſelf in ir; 
Be ye holy as 1 am holy, 1 Pet. 1. 15. Mat. 3. 
uli. But as to negative holineſs, the Saints 
ſhall be even equal to the Angels of God in 
Heaven, i. e. they ſhall have no more ſin, no 
more corruption than they have. They 
ſhall be as perfectly freed from all ĩniqui- 
ties, imperfections, and infirmities, as the 
Angels. What can be cleaner than that 


which hath no uncleanneſs a all in it? Why, 


ſo clean ſhall all the Saints be, Rev. 21. 27. 
No uncitan thing ſhall enter into Heaven. 
They ſhall be without all kind of /pot or ble- 
miſb, Epheſ. 5. 27. which is a perfect nega- 
tive holineſs - more cꝛnnot be ſaid of the 
Angels in this reſpect. As branches of this, 
2. As the holy Angels do reverence the 
Divine Majeſty, I/. 6. 2, 3. they cover 
their faces with their wings, crying, Holy, 
Holy, Holy Lord of Hoſts ; ſo ſhall the glo- 
riſied Saints. You may ſee what ſweet bar- 
mony they make, conſenting together te 
give all the glory of all to God, Rev. 7. 9, 


| T7, 12. The Saints ſtood and eryed, Salr 
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vation to our God who fitteth aon dhe T hrone, 
uni to the Lamb: The Angels ſtood round 
about ſaying Amen, Auen. 

3. In theit readineſs to do the will of 
God, and execute bis commands; there- 
fore the Angels are deſcribed co have wings, 
Ila: 6. 2. with twain they did fly. How God 
ſhall pleaſe to imploy Angels or Saints in 
the world ro come, is not for us to enquire: 

But they ſhall be alike ready todo his will, 
and ſer ve his Grace, whatever it ſhall 
be. Even whilſt the Saints are imperſect on 
earth, they can cry, Here am J, ſend me, 
IIa. 6. 8. How much more ready ſhall they 


be then, when all rheir fetters are knotke ' 


off! 

4. They ſhull be as the Angels in their 
cbearful and nnwearied execution of the 
will of God So che Angels are, ant fo 
ſhall che Saints be, The ſpirit: ſhall be then 
more willing, and the Fleſh ſhall be no more 
weak, as it is now; for when it is raiſed 
agrin, it hall be in power, 1 Cor. 15. 48. 
More things of this na ture might be added: 
but I paſs tiphtly over them, becauſe, 4. 
tbough they be true, yet they are not prin 
ripally lookt at in this Text: therefore 1 
come te the ſecond thing wherein the 
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PBlorified Saints ſhall be like unto che] 
* Angels, and that is; 3 2. In 
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2. In their way of wing. They fall 
be like the — e. [Nt — truly, 
ionyines Hie, living like the Angels? 
How is chat? our Saviour tells us, Nether 
marrying; nor being given in marriage? 
ic is added pre ſemly in ZL. 20. 36: For 
seittber can they dye any move : If there be 
no dying; there wilt be no need of prope 
gation, if no need of propsgation, 'rhen 
why fhouldithey marry? The Angels are 
ſingle, and know no other conjar ction, but 
wich God in ,a ſpiritual manner: no more 
ſnall che Saints. But what great matter it 
that to be lile the Angels in ꝰ what pet fe- 
Rion is chat ꝰ Many Saints, yea and fitets 
too upon earth. art ſo like tbe Angels, ray, 
and the Devils too. Therefore you muſt 
know ther out Saviour ur der this phraſe of 
not marrying, &c, deth comprehend all 
manner of creuture · cenverſe, all kind of li- 
ving upon, and delięhting in the creatute, 
by a Syseruoche of the part, as is ordinary 
in Scripture ; 7 have not yiven #f0w f, 
ſaith che Prophet, yet the people cut ſe 
me, Jer. 15. 10. 5. e. I bave bed no deat 
ing in the world, no negoriation ; By one 
Rind be under ſtards the whole, Ex“k. 
25. 41, where, by eatir g their fruits, ani 


| dfinking their milk, is ur derſtood the 
Feſſeſſig 
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poſſeſſing of all; tbar ere BY And in 
by other-places, the Spirit of God uſes 
Tropical way of ſpeaking. 

Ihe Angels of God neither marry, nor 
are given in marriage, 5, c. they live not 
upon any created good, delight not in 

any created comfort , but live entirely 

upon God, converſe with him, are every 
laſing) beholding bis glory; and delighe- 
ing themſelves in him: Thus ſhallche 
rified Saints live for erer, Their 
not need nor uſe created! y Have 
food, phyſick, rayment; &c. which things 
io this animal ſtate they ſtand in need of, 
lat. 6. 32. But that's not all; for their 
duls ſhall not any longer deſire, nor han- 
ker after any .creared ching; bur (as the 
Angels) ſhill. be poſſeſt of God, filled 
wid the fulneſs of God; all-the powers 
and fachlties of them perfectly refined and 
ſpiritualized, abſtracted from all created 
things, eternally re joycing and delighting 
themſelves in the contemplation and par- 
ricipation of the ſupreme and infinite good: 
For during this earthly and imperfeRt ſtate, 
not only the hodyes of good men feed 
upon, and are ſuſtained by the jereatures in 
common with other men, but even their 
Jouls do caſte too much of worldly content- 
. ments, 


Py 
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ments, „ 2 n 


ſures, and creaiure- comfort: Even the 
moſt refined ous apes earth, rhoughthey 
do po (NOPE wy ecd upon any thing below 
Cod, yet do oſt dip the end ol their Rod in 
this bony. 2 yes upon the earth (with 
onat han caſt an unchaſte eye upon 
their earthly en joyments, and delight in 
them i in a Way top groſs and unſpiritut}h-- 
ving abſtracted them from God, and loving 
them with a. diſtinct love. But in the Reſurs 
rection it ſhall not be ſo : ſor the holy fouls 
ſhall be perfectly conformed to the holy 
God, ſhall feed upon bim ſingly, live upon 
him entirely, be wrapt up in bun wholly, and 
be ſatisfied in him ſolely and cyerlaſtingly« 
and ſo ſhall they be ten. yy A900, equal tothe 
Avgels. The exeature, although it do not fil 
any truly ſanRified ſoul upon earth, yet it 

bath ſome room there , but then it ſhall be 

rſeRly caſt ont, and the ſoul mall be fil- 

ed with all the fulneſs of God: the creatute | 

is now moch..; in ſome _-godly-.ſouls., and 

ſomething in allof chem , but then: it ſhall 

be pochigg at all to them, or in them; but 

God ſhall be «73» 41. all things in all of 


1 Yor the way of che Saints living, and 
0 


their Plot ed ſtate Is. deſcribed, 1 Cop. 
15. 2 Va 8,3 64 T7972 d ad, rhat N 
may 
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maybe all in all.Thiy all inbrvit all rb J* 
but how is that ?why ;fee the explication ol 
it iache following words, Gold will be cheir } 
God, Rrv. 21. 7. Hethat ovircemeth ſhall 
inlurit all things, und 1 wil hthys Ged. God 
ſhall be unto them inſtead of alt things. 18 
that ſtate there ſhall be no need of en or 
Moon, Rev. 2 1. 23; by which cxcellencfand 
uſetul creatures, the whole Creating ſeems 
te be underſtood ; for they that ſhall live 


abovo the Sun and Moon, fhall certainly live 
above all things that are below theſe : Byc 
bow then ? why it folſows, The glory of Geg 
fouf ek them; and the Lamb ſhall be 


their light : ſo Rev. 22. 5. Ad bers bell be 
nonight there, and they need vo Candle, nes- 


_ - . ther light of ebe Sen; for the Lor iet 


thews light : All happineſs is, detiyed into 
them from God; and therefore chere ſhall 
be no aight; no wan: of any creature com- 
fort to them; neirher ſhall they deſi re an 
thing more of che creature, whether 7 
or great, whether Candle or gun. For expli- 
cation of this their bleſſed life, lex us allude 
to that of our Saviour, Luk, 12, 24. The - 
Tous ef the Heaven utither ſow nor 25 | 
God feedeth them: ſo the Saints = Fs 
ven neither want nor defire any freajed * 
good; for they feed upon God the ſupreme 
SAS an 
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„ Jad infinite good : Apdagain,verſe27+T he 
+ Lillies neither toy! nor /pin,and yet Salomon 
„ il his gl was not arrayed like. am of 

theſe : Theſe bie ſſed fouls ba ve no reſpedt as 

Ell co things terrene & created; yet 7 
> filed and adorned with the glory öf the 

hoite Majeſty, that Salomon in all bis glory 
yas a filthy aud tagged thing in compariſon 
oJ them. In a word, the ſtare oi the glorified 

Saints and Angels is fer out by our Saviour 

io the ſame anner, by one and the lame 
leſcription, and that is the ſreing, a God 
he hfe of Angels, is called a continua be: 

tolding of the face of God, A4. 18. 10. 

tod the ſtate of the Saints glory and happi- 

neſt is alſo a ſeeing of Gd, A444, 5. f. 
Heb. 12. 14. New. 221 4 Tbeyſ bh ſer h 

— prong ge ay be in 3 

this ꝓhraſe, the ſeeing of Gd, »ppi 
ed both to the Saints and 7 tech 
place their bappineſs in God-alone, - excly- 
ding the creature; and ic doth import the 
fulneſs, and clearneis, and certainty of that 

Fhus 1 bare ſhewed you in Hat faufe 
| — oh am not able to fhew you in What 

#gre ) the glorified Saints ſhall be hk the 

Angels of Gdd in Heaven > Their way af 

lying, viz. upon the 'blefled God 2 
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ſhall be the 'ſanfe with that of che holy 
Angels. Application. . 

From the diſcovery of the future ſtate of 
the Saints, I find my ſelf filled wich indigs 
natiqn. ; 7, 07 I 
1. Reproof + Againſt the carnal conceins 
that many Chriſtians have of Heaven, 
Chriſtian: do I call them | Nay, herein they 
ſeem rather Mahnmetens, who place Heas 
ven in the ſull and laſting enjoyment of all 
creature-comforts; nay indeed of finful 
and abominable pleaſures, as one may read 
in their Alcoren. Ie may be few Chriſtians 
are altogether ſo ſenſual; but, ſure I am 
the far greater ſort of Chriſtians: (ſocalled) 
are very groſs and carnal; at leaſt very ſox 
in their conteits of the ſtare of ſuture happi- 
neſs; Heaven is a word asfhittle underſtood 
as Holineſs, and that, lamfore, is the grea+ 
reſt myſtery in the world, it would be te! 
dious to run thorow the particular various 
apprehenſions of men in this matter, and 
indeed impoſſible to knows them. The 
common ſort of people underſtand either 
juſt nothing by Heaven but 4 glorious 
name; or at beſt; but a freeneſs from bodj- 
ly torment': As, nothing of Hell affect: 
them, but that dreadful: word fire; ſo na- 

thing of Hea ven, but the en, 
s 4 4 Re 
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they Geek Rs 
an honour A 
ſear, free: from ſuch kd of to 2 
rs, pains, perſecutions, repros 
nuries which men are ſubject to in —_— 
This is a true notion, bur! much below the 
nature of that happy ſtare; others are yet 
more highly affected with the words of d 
ry and Glorions, and ſeem to be much ra- 
viſhed with them; bat are like men ins 
maze or wonderment; that admirefome- 
thing that they underſtand not, and are al- 
together — 2 in their own appre- 
henſions of it: As if a man ſhould be migh- |, 
tily taken with ſuch's fine name as Arabia 
the bappy, and by a blind feryor of mind 
ſhould defireto go and viſit it. Others tife 
higher yet in their apprebenfions of Hes- 
ven, and look upon it 'as 4 holy ſtate; 
that bolineſs is negative, v. perfe@ "oy 
dom from ſin, and all remprarionsto.it: And 
indeed this is a precious conſideration; and 
that wherein many a weary ſoul finds moch 
reſt. But yet this amounts not to the life 
of Angels; it is g lower conſideratibn of 
ven, than what our Sawiqur here pte 
ſents us with. The ſtate Sf the g'orified - 
Saints, ſhall not only be a Rare of 3 
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m temporal * eternal pains; or 4 
. from f e pains: and imper- 
u bur ſtare of perſt & poſprive buli- 
lig bt jardens dove, ſpiritual liberty, 
bi; when all created good ſhall 

vaniſh, a created 920 ſhall be 
oY up, the: ſoul ſhall become of a 
molt God-like diſpoſition, ſhiningforth in 
thegory that he ſhall put upon it glorying 
in nor hing but the bleſſed God, Fatber, Son 
oo Holy Ghoſt, in his divine Image and 
ſections, and wrapt up entirely into his 
infinite ſul neſs to all eternity: Which hach 
8 to nauſeat; and indeed 
> blame the poor low deſer'ptions of the 
'of Heaven which I have found in 
Books and Sermons, for too drye, yea and 
robs; which co deſcribe Heaven princi- 
EIS and give it ſueb/ circum- 
nces of beauty, firmneſs, ſecurity; ligbt 
and ſplendor, plea ſant fociety, | neigh- 
3 they think will mot commend 
— ny Shine: i pleaſed e the 
oſt in Scripture is to con- 

deſcend ſo far to our weak capacities, as to 

- deſctibe that _ * to us by ſuch 
es under ſtand, and ar 

apt to de moſt taken with, and do mo 12 
be . ou world ;45 * 
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dom, Paradiſi, a glorious Cin, a Crown, an 
Inherizanch, &. But yet it is not che will 
of Gogthat his enlighte ned ſhould. 
reſt in luch low notions of ete fe: For 
in other places God ſpeaks of the ſtate of, 
glory, according to che nature and excel- 
lency of it, and not according to the weak- 
neſs of our underſtanding, and deſcribes 
it at another rate, calling ic the Life of - 
Angels; as here, the beholding of God (Mat. 
5. 95 « coming unte the meaſure of the f- 


tart of the fulneſy of Chrift; Epbeſ. 4, 13. 
Gods being Al things in as, 1 Cor. 15.28; 
It i called a Knowing of God, and of hu San 
PoſauChrift, Jobia7..3. In a word, which 
is as high a3; can be ſpoke, higher indeed 
than can he perfectly under ſtood, it is cal 
ile ante God, 1 Joh. 3. 21. We 


led a Brix 5 
Jrall be liii w bim. But this es not fo 
much for Repreof, as it is for Iafur mation. 

” 4; Here is matter of ReHrocf, yea and of 
juſt indignation igainſt the groſs, lo w, ſen- 
ſual, earthly liſe of Profeſfors, who yes 
bope to be rhe children of the Reſurrection, 
and to be as the Angels of God in Heaven. 


What; hope to be like them then, and yet 


alrogerher unlike them now {+1 ſpeak not 


io paffion, dut ont of a juſt indignstion 
ihat I have conceived againſt my ſelf, and 
8 
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x0 The Angelical tif,” 
againſt the generality even of Saints them - 
ſelves." am not going to ſpeak of Cos 
tonſneſa commonly ſo called; there j; a fin 
much like toit, which is not indeed & ſingſe 


| fir, but an evil and unſeemly tem per, 


vhicb is eercbly-mindedneſs., or minding of 


earthly things, or if yon will, becauſe 1 


would not be miſunderſtood, living upon 
the creature, or 2 loving of the creature 
with a diſtinct love. Oh the inſenſible ſe- 
crecy, and inſuperable power of this crea 
ture. love / I cannot ſufficiently exclaim 
__ it. Why do we ſpend noble affe- 
ions upon ſuch low and empty nothings ! 
Are we called with ſn.b a bigb Calling, 
think you, that our converſation ſhould be 
fo tow? Is the fulneſs of the fountain yours, 
and do ye yet delight co fic down by, and 
biche your ſelves in the ſhallow ſtreams? 
Is your Ie hid With Chriſt in God? Why 
then do you converſe, as if your life were 
bound upin che creature? Have you layd 
up your treaſure in the bleſſed God? hat 
do your hearts then ſo ſar from it? Is your 
happineſs in Heaven ? why then is got you 
converſation there roo? Do ye count it 
your bliſs to ſre God ? what then mean 
thoſe fond and wanton glavces,chat ye eaſt 
pon created. comforts, and chat wia 
ö 3 ove 
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- | berty, life, and that not in God, but with 


ed us: But to love chem wich a — 


1 


love which ok —— 

I mean, not only the bleartings ES 
and rhe lowings of the Oven: 1 

the groſſer 712 of carthlyr 

ſenſuality, or covetouſneſi; 785 — thac 
more refined and hidden — 
a loving of friends, relations, health, l 


a love diſtinct from that love wherewith we 
love God. To love all theſe in God, and 
for bis ſake , and us flowing from dim, and 
parraking of him, and with the love 
wherewith we love God himſelf , 


bows, as things diſtinct from God, to de- 

in them meet ly as creatutes ; and to 
on the; as if if ſome good, or happineſs, 
or pleaſure were” to be found in them di- 
ſtinct from what is in God ;thisis a branch 


of ſpiritual Aduliery, I bad almoſt aid de- 


| bat 75 boypowel gh, and 3 


lury. To taſte a eee che creature, 
and ro ſee a beauty and neſs in it is 
our duty; burchen it uſt beetle ſweetneſs 
of God in it, and the ſs of God 
which we ought alone to taſte and ſee in 
it. As we ſay, Vxor ſplendet ramble mariti, 

the wiſe ſhines with the rayes of her boſ- 
band: ſo more truly, every creature ſhines 


* _ "S — 
; + OO3 7 
= ERP > of 


| heard that the glorified ſouls ſhall live up- 


on God along entirely, wholly, eternally z "1 


and ſhould not the leſs glorious fouls, 


us the good l and | N 
(So arthogoodcl end You 'bave- | 


wean gracious ſouls, do ſo too 3 . 


gree? yea even we who are upon earth, 
and do yet uſe creatures, ſnould behold all 
the ſcattered beams of goodneſs, ſweetneſs, 
perſection that are in theſe creatures, all 
united and gathered up in God, and fo 
feed upon them only ; in God, and upon 


Godin all them. It is the xbacadter of | 


wicked and godleſs men, that they ſet up, 
und drive a trade for chemſelyes ; liveins 
— diſtinct from God, x though they 
no dependence upon bi they love 
the world with a predominant loye; the 
enjoy creature: comſorts in a groſa, unſpi- 
ritual manner, they dwell upog the dark 
ide of their-mercies , they treaſure up 
riches, not only in tbeir cheſts, but in their 
hearts; they terd upon the creature, not 
only with their bodyes, but their very ſends 
do feed upon them; and thus, in a 
they live withous Gal in the world: All this 
is no wonder; for that which is of che 
earth, muſt needs be earthly, Joh. 3. 31. 
want is i dot «monſtrous thiog, that a ”_ 
yenly 


* 


Godin, =p "96, 2 is true ol 
truly N this if 
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gb C orfking en ee 
of ſouls, and feeding npo the low. 
carnal man, even: created ſweetneſs 
+ Nay; « glocious- ſtare falling fr 
e, and choaking ir felftin:rhe 
zan eminent piece 
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its * 
duſt, won 
of baſcgeſs.; 


; He that cometh 
rom Heaven $3. above $67 i, . above l 
dings t ate belom God himſell. 
3. Shall this ufe of Angels, 9 
bie of Si This way then 
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50 ver 4, wich ue, for that abi in 
peak . e 


the 
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25 
as 
his on infini N eee 
1 
_ bimlelf ; © DR the 3 upon 
bm, and upon the ſeli- ſame infinite fulnefs, 
and hail not need any crearute- contribn- 
ribs. The Apoſtle indeed faith, That 1b. 
n 5 4 rey ne { 5 dent, ( rk 
20.) which is tru without 
.; 30d it is — relpect to Cbriſt, 
-who ſhall make à general Reſutrection 
frotn the dead ; for thats che proper mean- 
ing of it: * u ttue allo, chut the laſt 
Anemy to be” 6vErcome within us, is the 
. "ove of life : Therefore it is ſaid,” Thar a 
2 part with any ching to keep bis 


be, ob 2.4. And we do Fenetally excuſe 
6 fer, andicry, Oh liſe is ſweet, life 
TON It twoſt de eonfefl, and it may 
e grantelh 1'debieve-that* a 
Elnaclon o dul to the pc 

ſtem that deał und unco Wil * 

that God bimfelf bath müde of them) 


 Whied'is = . my alt L 
* an" 2 13, e it ſelf 

2 Poſſibly there may not be found a 
ee, ſo oy tn ed, 75 
| Fs 
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be led he bf Got) | 
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8 a 1 & 
T. intheinordinarehels of 
t, ordinlarily,; if nor conſtently, Becomes 
fel f 'evupt bith the moſt perſeck man 
in the world, b loves not Vis gun life 
_— Xrdinare, finfyl love : who loves 
. in God. ind not with a creature · love 
diſtin from God. There are tuo wayes 
wheteby this natural and lawful wn 
life becomes” fioful, © viz. 3mmoderarine 
and 590+ dinatineſs Tmmoderatinſs is 
We Horry 2 4 — no 5 
with unr le an diſtracting 
fears, cares, and tHobphes about them, 
che whole buſineſs of N. is almoſt 


oP the tad dulgeſs to pt oye | 


the 7, Inordinatene(s 
men; though they d6 hot ove 15 5 lives 
at thut exceſſive ** yer do ſove life 45 4 
treathre- good, tot iti God, por in order 
td hit. dür lo e Wn it ſelf, 45 ſomerbing 
out ot God: Every carnal mah in, the 
world is guilcy of the latter ; and, I dende 
but few Saitirs altopether free from the gwlc 
of ir. Now that this. immodergte loye of 
life ovighe to be ſubdued i in Chriſtiats, all 
en. 
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og 6. 25,7 | 
25 ve our le, 1 Job. 2 15s. Loveſ allo 
vor rhe world, bein ber the thin 1 regs | 
#he 22 82 Both which words, bb fa- 

| interpretation 8 
| oft m, doin the jadgment 1 
ng tation: Ny, 8 meer g 
would enlorce this from meer wi al. c: 
e Which [ cannot | 

But this e 

s wor W ti Klasen 

1 ed ce hoon lebe hardet to e e | 
vered,. 220 th to FF 22 
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the. evil of 1 Now thi 
'Gi ſtint 1 4 Ae of lite „ not fd 
05 in it ſe & 8 
dearly condenined_in that Aft, and 
great Commandmeac, Marth. 42 5 
37. . Tho ſhalt love the... Lor Lin: = God 
| with all thy heart , nd, with all thy 
I ſeal, 0d with alf th 4,q.4. God the 
[ Supreme, Iofinice, 1 _ Origins EI 
'  "ſential, Self-ſyfficieng Good, is to be | oved 
in the hip ſt, and pureſt, and Won 
manner, that "the Yeats "of man is capable 
to ſove; and all other things only 1 
him, and under M. aud as hang. of 


im, 


- 4 N 


zot] bim, and for bis fake; Let it be allowed 
| char liſe is good, yet it wult be added. \ 
4 2 tit is but a created godd : let it be 
allowed t life is comfortable; yerit muſt 
be acknowledged. tbat mans chieſeſt com. 
fa ·¶ fort and bappinels doth not ſtagd-in#this 
animal. liſe, So then, life it ſelf is to be 
loved in God, who is the fountain and 
ſpring of liſe, it is to be loved in the qua- 
lity of a greated good, and no othetwiſe: 
d Now created goods are to be loved anly in 
life, the Creator, ac coming from him, as par- 
ore taking of him, as leahng to bim, Argue 
(pe tbe caſe 8 little, thus, The ſoul of man & 
ced | allowed to love its body with which the 
ular great God: bath matche it; and to love 
union with this body, which union we call 
„is | life : But this body being a creature, and 
and a creature much inferiour to it ſelf, and 
erſ. | much more. ignoble than it ſelf, cangot in 
5,4 | reaſon be judged to be the fit and adequate 
chy | objcR of its [Fongeſ} and beſt affections: 
the That muſt needs be ſomething more excel- 
E(- leut than it ſelf, and that cannot be any 
ed thing in this world (for this world hath 
eſt nothing ſo noble, ſo excellent ig it as the, 
ne ſoul gf man) ic muſt indeed be.the Creator 
in | bimſelf. Well, ſexing God is the ſupreme, 
ſelf-@fficiear, perfect Good, he is to be 
* loved 
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d with all the ſtrefgth and powers of 
ſoul; ſingly and entirely: And the 
will of God, being God himſelf, is not 
only to be ſubmitted to, or reſted in, butter 

to be choſen and loved above all created 6 
things ; yea even above life it ſelf, the beſte, b 

of creatures. , So then, if it be the wille is 

of God to call for our lives, we ought rea. J. a 
dily to give them up; becauſe we ought to 
love the will of God much more chan our ſoſ ol 
lives. I pray you drink in that notion, vix. his 
that the will of God being pure, holy, per- a 
ſect, ſhould not only be ſubmitted; to, orfþþe ; 
reſted in. but even loyed and choſen above n 
all creatures: Now the will of God is norfpui/ 
that only whereby he teacheth men, and 
Fabre Laws to them, but that whereby 

e rules, and governs the world, and 
diſpoſes of men in any condition of life, 
— or takes away their lives from them. Tbe f 
eternal fountain of goodneſs exn ſend i 
forth nothing but what is perſeRly good: Nrath 
and that which is pet feRty. good, oughe tofl of C 

be loved with an univerſal, pure, and (asf ing 
far as pollible) perfect fove. This\youf ty 
will ſay, perhaps, is a bigh anda hard 
ſaying: Bat, let it nor ſeem impoſſible, 

[ for a man to love his own life only in God, 
and ia ſubordination to him; 3 
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rs of The Ange lical Life. - | 
q tha Pod requires ( and be requires not things 
$ NOtEmpoſlible ) "Lake 14 26. If an man come 
» butÞfrer me, and hate not big own. life, he can- 
dated, be my Diſciple, i. e. not ſimply hate 
beſte, but in compariſor of me and my will: 
willYc is not then impoſſible, nay, you ſee it 
red. qe a neceſſary duty, without which we 
ic toſtaunot be Cbriſts Diſciples. The Saints 
durſof old found it poſſible, Holy Paul gives 
vx. his anſwer readily, Af. 21. 13. 1 aw 
pero to dye at Jeraſalem for the nawe of 
„orſebe Lord feſas; and AB. 20. 24. 1 comnt 
0 veRnar my life dear. wnto me, ſo thit I might ' 
not Sniſh my comrſe with joy: It is witneſſed of 
andfche whole Army ot the Saints, in Re. 
12. 11. That they loved not their lives unto 
the death, i. c. they did not value them in 
reſpect of God and his trutb. Neither 
[beer any one flater bimſelf, and ſay, Yea 
nd if I were called to dye for God, 1 would 
d: rather do it than deny him: For the will 
cof of God is as much to be eyed in his ſends 
(asf ing fot us by 4 natural death, as by mar- 
ou 

rd 

le, 

us 

dd 


tyrdom; and a not giving up our hves te 
him at any time, is 85 truly to deny m 

and his will, as not to give them up at the 
ſtake, when we ate called to it. Beſides, 

Vs | how ſhall- we imagine that he chat is un- 
willing to dye in bis bed, ſhould be * 
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190 Theangelital Life, _ 
to dye at a take?" Now this duty of being 

mortiſied to the love of this animal life, 
being ſo- difficult, yer ſo neceſfary, and ſe 
noble; bow doth it become every Sine te 
ſtudy to attain td this perfection ! which 
thit we may, let us preſs upon our ſelyes 
this Conſideration , this Doctrine, Tha 
the glorihed Saints ſhall live as the Angels 
of God in Heaven. We know that if this 
body were broken down, this low life cut 


ing beholden any more to poor ereatures 
for help or comfort, but ſhould be filled 
with the falneſs of God, filled with his 
Image and Glory, and lire upon him en- 
tirely for evermore. Yea I may add, that 
this very living above our own lives, 
meerly at the will of God, is a participa. 
ton of che Angelical Life even in this 
world: Therefore labour to be mortified 
to that love of this life which is here upon 
>. carth, yea be weary of it, yea almoſt 
aſhimed of it. 
| 4. Shall we thus live the lives of the 
. Angels, ſubſiſting in God, feaſting upon 
kim, filled with him to all eternity? Thi: 
ney modtratt our ſorrow which we conceive 


lagds, bazband, wife, children, &cc. yet 4 
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off, we ſhould live like Angels, not be- 


for the loſs of any created god, houſes, | 


alc 
tte 
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| 1 yr 
liecle while; and we mall no r mils "them , 
ma not need them, that dot Uefire 
them any more : The bleſſed Angels live 
a glorious life, -and they have none of 
theſe; but are petfectly ſutüfiec in the 
enjoy ment of God alone: They have 
no wies nor children, yet they want 
gell done: And yet #lirtle while, and we ſhall 
high dave hone neither, neither (hall we "want 
curl) them; having all things | inthe God'of vi 
de- bing: They neither marry, nor ite — 55 
res ven in marriage; but are in conjurit 5 
led with the Father, wich love, and goodne 
bis and truth it ſelf ; and fo they have nd wine 
en- of any thing. If you babe no Candles left 
bar | in tbe houſe, yet it u towards day*break, 
and the dun will riſe upon pon, and you 
hall need none, and yet ha ve light e | 
his | too. In a word, learn to live beſide them 
ed | wilt you have them, and you will be'the 
on better able to live wirhour them, _ when 
oft they are removed. 
| 5. I come nom to the fifth and laſt Uſe 
that L ſhallmake of this Doctrine; and oh 
that you and I may make this bappy ule of 
ict Shall -the Saints be as the Angels of 
85 their way of living, in ſiving upon 
God, and enjoying all E m bim | 
alone for ever? Shall this ecrcainly ke ; 
| > Ka 4 
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life aun earth IA yon cannot Perfectiy 
dag yet, eaſt , itnitate char 


ical kind of ** ; Though, you 2 | 
bete ee in 3 body of e | 
oft cumbred and clogg d with — 1. 
9 and called to attend upon bodi- 
ties; vet, 28 far as this ng : 
N will permit, live upon God. Do not 
excuſe er riodicat N low 1 * of 
do not oF ifhe your livin 
rb, and beſides God, but be vp —— 
1 ou to behold where your happineſs 
lies, und live not willingly below it. Cer- I 
2 tainſy a godly ſoul. hath more than bare 
hope in this world: God the bleſſed, infi- Þ 
ite YO communicative good, hath nor Þ| ;. 
at, vp bimſelf ſo; far out of ſight, but 
that he gives his people a comfortable be- 
holding of him even whilſt they are in v, 
7 Pilgrimage : and what Solomas 10 
ith of the life of the godly, he means Þ;.- 
it of their preſent life, Prov; 18. 24. 
The may ef life ts alone to the wiſe > Their |; 
ring nec only ſhall be, but is now above; I... 
it is a high way of. living : They ate cer-J;,. 
" rainly a puny ſort of eclianical Chriſti- 
ans, that think and talk only of a Heaven 
e and henne an happineſs * * 
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New. diſtin en aden, -Tile 
and God-bke Kean b 
Toaent Minſelfp bur being and 
principled from; above ; ig xarryed out 
ſofter the Iaffiſte and Almighty Good, ag 
„In- ching is crryed towards ies centre and 
oc baſtens into his embrace; as the ledn _ 
Fhaſtens to che Loadſtone; and long to be 
Jin- conjunction with it. Af ixhieceforecye 
1 of be from Heaven; ive ubove al, abo alll 
ring earthly thiag + Feb riſen with Cha. 
et the things th ave. About; Col. 31.52 tf 
neſs le de bern of ou live upon: Hod. and i k, 
der- r th breaſts of a ſtranger. Deny, felt, 
Ie beſides ſelf, 3} e. live not to the luſts, 
ng. live not to che ſervice of your ſenſes: to 
„che ſuſt of the fleſu, co che luſt of the eye, 
r to the pride of life; let: novFour ſouls: be 
be. ſervants to you fins, no nor: to ybur ſeaſet * 
we that were for ſervants ro; ride on horke» 
back; and Ptindes to Walk dn for} Ee 
10. 7. Liue above. ſelf, i. 5 1dals 
, Aue all theit on incereſt2 id 
5 and entirely reſign” themſelves to God. as 
bag 'toall points of duty and ſervice, 'Bucthal's 
ws, "not all; neither is that it whichd/preſs-you 
; to from theſe words; but live aboue the 
ſte creature; and 3 — is in it, vielge- 8 
lighting in God; converting 20d cammu- 
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. chan 
'avic tiny belpyouforteardt9 che Creatot; 
neithet delight in it any futtbe , thatias it 
either repreſents ſorge-of, the divine per- 
fectiont, witnelſeth ſomething of divine 
love; or leadeth to ſome divine partieipa 
don or contttunion : Seeing we ſhall come 
to live upbn God, and delight in God 
alone withdut any creature; let us he 
ure upon, feed upon, 1ove God alone in 
every cteature: Now toigive.you a more 
diſtinct kbowledge of this bigh and noble 
life, 1 will. explain it in ſome particu- 
lars negatively and effirnarively. Ficll 
Negatively. 
1. Live inet pon Self,” I ſpeak not of 
; living unto Self, but live not upon Self, 
; Self-excellencies , Self. ſufpciencies, * 
created eren which: was M 
Flite of the Streich-, thoſe greac Pbüeſc. 
«\phiers, who placed bappineſs in the enjoy. 
ment of ithemſelves, [which they" called 
ela. To enjoy onei Jelf indeed is 4 
High duty, a noble priviledge.; a duty: of 
babe Goſprl, Zak, 21. 19. Pefſeſs, Je your 
ena : But hom mult we en joy out ſelve: 
hy, only in God. He enjoys bimſelf, 
1 30 2 * im a ſulſen melaneholy, 
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elt to ixs ſelf, . lives, And moves, and 
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as many of the eee 
2. Nor N 71 mood, 
the perfect — 5 
other men; and hiding him TE 
.throughenvy , contents himſelf and 
admire his owa perſonal — 

as ** humoriſts do. 

Nor he who finding nothing wichour 4. 

* nor knowing nothing above him to 

ive his foul her full reſt, ſertles upo 
oundation of his owWn, and e aſs 72 
ſufficieney in the tempet᷑ of his own | 

little ſdbdued by Philosophical pr ro. es 

the Stoicks did, and or Quakers de o % Byt . . 
he who enjoyes himſelf ig God, i. who 
doth. dot view himſelf in the narrow. pope. 

of his owu Being, but taking a 18 Ly 
bioſelf in the un She Ri eflence of, 
loves, and enjoyes, and values Bald 2 
All bis perſoaal excellencies as he is in God, * 
and partakes of hs perfection: To live — 
in a way of ſell- converſe, is below che ed 
of mans creation, who was made for - 
higher good: And hereby a man (hall 
never obtain true happineſs, for it js 
petuliar to God alone to be bappy in him - 
.ſelf. aa word, « ſoul, that confines it 
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«irs own particular Being, deptives ic fell 

0 that A\mighry and Ori ginal Goodnels 
„and Glory that* fills the world, and 
& ſhines thorowthe whole Creation. 

2. Live not upon any oriature without 
Jouy feldes. Sell indeed is a creature; but 
yet lor clearneſs in proceeding, we ſhill 
diſtinguiſh them, Now this is the life of 

© thegreateſt ſott of men, they live beſide 


the creature : you will eaſily underſtand 
455 1 ſpeak not of the bodyes livigg upon 
We creature; for ſo God hath appoinred 


ſay with our Saviour, Mas liveth not by 
"bread alone, & c. But I ſpeak of rhe ſoul of 


od, ard feeding upon it as its beſt fare: 


is not in I! their thoughts: They 
art filled wich domeſtiek and forein coih-, 
ſorts, but tebo!d nor the Father of Lights 
from whom all theſe deſcend: They live 
upon the good things of the world; yet 


1 tbeſe men, ' 
N do not mean thoſe Heathens that 


. 


* rejoyces 15 Aubin the narrow Ga: be 


God, and move or ly within the ſphere of 


that it ſhall live : and yer as to this 100, 1 


man living upon the creature as its highelt - 


riſe op eatly, and fit up late, and 


live without God in che worly. Now by 


in — moſt Idolarrous manner, 40 1 = ; 
| | te 


ſtinct love, 'tbat. do not love it only, 


| 4 | Th Yupelicdl: . 7 2 * pf "197" 4 
by hy lenſes ſer up. be crete ior | 
$s r. 

2. Nor thoſe Chriſtians that in a moſt 
groſs manner domakeldols of the creatures, 
and place their happineſs in tbem. 

3. No nor only thoſe earthly Profeſſors, 
who follow the world too eagerly, and 
baye ſuch a deep and rooted reſpect for it, 
that. they can be ordinarily content to 
ſuffer creature employments to -juſtle 
God and duties out ot their hearts and 
houſes, whoſe worldlineſs is apparently 
too bard for-their Religion; Who then 7 
Shall we come any nearer! yes; £4 

4. Thoſe are guilty of creature- conv 0 
who do not enjoy all creatures in God; 
love any thing in any creature with a 4. 


God; who love ſilver, gold, houſes, la 
trading, friends, with a particular pinchj 
love, Oh take beed of this crexturt- 
love; of valuing- any created thing any 
otherwiſe than in God, any otherwiſe 
then as being from God, partaking of him, 
and leading to him. 

3. Live not upon Ordinances ; Theſe are 
Gods inſtitutions ; love them, cleave to 
them, attend upon them let no temptation 
cauſe you to leave them ,' byt live not upon 
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tem, place not your Religion, E not 

your hope, your happineſs in them, but 
ſove them omy in God; attend upon 

x them, yet not o muchupon them, as uon 
God in them; lie by the Pool, but wait ſor 
the Angel: love not, no not a'divine or- 
dinance ſor its own fake: Why, who doth 
ſo? Alas who almoſt doth not? 

1. Thus did they in Ezek. 33. 32. who 
delightedin the Prophets eloquenee, and in 
the Rhetorick vf his Ser mom as much #s in 
& well tuned voice, and harmotions mufick-. 
and ſo do thouſands in England, who read 
the Bible for the ſtyle or the ſfories fake; 
and love to ſit under learned and elegant 
diſcourfes, more for accomphſoment, than 
for converſion + Arid ſtrarms of Prieſts who 
prech themſelves, more than Chriſt Jeſus 
every in his own ordinances , as a proud Boy 
tides a horſe into the Marker, to ſet forth. 
himſelf more than his Maſters goods. | 

2. But there are many riot ſo groſs 85 
theſe, who do yet uſe ordinances in a way 
very groſs ind unſpiritual, placing their 
devotion in them, and finking their Relf-· 
gion into a ſettled coutſe of hearing or 

praying ; who will wait upon God (as they 
aull it) at ſome ſer and ſolemn times, New | 

Ain and Sabbath, it may 
„ Wa 8 1— and 
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- | ments; it nech, 
nat count it a. garment for wary TA 
- | vear 

ph 3. Aud nat only theſe, hut even almoſt ' 

Rn too apt OE 3 duties 
ordinances, or, at pretty 

„ | well ſatisfied wich the work done, WARE 

n |. *bey dave conver ſed with God there o 

od it you love your ſouls, deck 500 

I neſs higber 28 with . diving 5 5 
nances, 1 conſeſs, is le and 

_ _ is co Jax oa immortal 

mati, 

Let nothing ſacisfie yon but God: him 
2 take up with no re, na er 
tion, 90 paradiſe , gay, no Heaven. 
; — below 2 
— ell· ſufficient g t your. eye 
upon him, and bis all- filling falneſs ; let 
your geſite by unto bim, 1 to the 4 
membrence of his name; 
to know che Lord, and to enjoy — 1505 
through bis Son Jelas Chriſt; let your 
gala de with the Father, and with che 
Son by che ſpirit, 1. Jah. J. 3. 0 love the 


Lord all ye his gain 99 7 5 As * 
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= tn yi all your Gat” x2 an your” 
th, Mar, 22. 37, yea an A our 
0 es n the 48855 * A 
perſevere and ĩncreaſe in —— 1 Goda i} ani 
Kiip your ſebvesin the love of God. Oh ſweet 
duty j Oh amiable pleaſant task Oh ſweet 
1705 teful command ! Away ye crowd 
cores; I muſt keep my heart for my 
Sar Away ye gawdy ſuitors, away ye 
tering coyes, there is no room for you's | ex 
whole foul, if its capacity were ten ve 
fand times larger than it is, were too G 
Kant to entertain the ſupreme good, to let | kn 
— ii infinite go6dMeſs and fulneſs, Ob charge } 03 
it upon yoùr ſel ves with the greateſt vebe- G 
«mence / Jove the Lord O my ſoul, keep || lei 
thy ſelf in the love. of God; i; the" love of | ye 
God conſtrain/you, and keep your ſelves an 
under the moſtpowerful conſtraints of it. In I ſo 
word, live upon God as upon uncreated 
life it ſelf, drink at the fountain, ſeed upon pe 
infinite fülnels; depend upon Aſinighty 'l| G 
Power, teſer your ſelves to unſearchabie ¶ ſa 
wiſdom, and unbounded lob e; ſee nothing in 
but God in the creature taſte nothing bur w 
Soldin the world, deligbt your ſelves ia 
diu; long for communion wird him, and y. 
communications from him, to receiye of f 
| bh fulneſe row for por: Then 17 we 
. IVE 4 . 
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. 
ngels, when we live mel 9 
purely in God, and find all the power$ot - 

our ſouls ſpending themſelves upon him. 
and our ſelves, our life, and all the com- 
forrs of it flowing from him, and again 
ſwallowed; up in him. But becauſe we are 


yet in the body, I- ſhall explain it in theſe 
ſollowing particulars, | 


I, Converſe with God in all your. Self- 
excellewcies. I bade you before not con- 
verſe with theſe ; now. I Iay, convetſe with . 
God in tbeſe. Thus do the Angels, they 
know nothing that they have of their 
own, they enjoy notbing diſtinct ſrom 
God: They are excellent creatures, excel - 
lent in knowledge, power, holineſs, &c; 
yet they en joy all their excellencies in God 


and aſcribe them all to him, Rev. 7. Ia. Aud 


ſo let us labour to do. 

1. View your ſelves, not in your OWn / 
particular Beings, but in the Eſſence of 
God, look upon your ſelves as being and 
ſubſiſling in the midſt of an Infinite Eſſence, 
in which the whole (reation is, as it were, 


wrapt up, and doth ſubſiſt. 


2. And whatever excellency you find in 


your ſouls or bodyes, look not upon t as - 
your oven; maintain not a Meum ano Tauin. 
a diſtinction of intereſis be. een God and 


„ your 
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„vous Wan but look 3 as Gods, 
and enjoy it in bun; 
3. When you find your ſelves tewpted 1 
to caſt a fond and unchaſte look upon the 
beauty, ſtrength, activity, or temper of 
pour own bodyes, upon the ingenuity, wiſ- 
dom, conſtancy, courage, compoſedneſs of 
your own ſouls; take heed of ſetcling into 
a ſelfiſh ad miration of any of them; but 
enjoy chem in God, and fay, E bis, O w 
body, this, O my ſoul, ena ocher than the 
portraicture of the Bleſſed God; theſe 
created excellencies ate broken beans of 30 
tie infinite, unſpotted, uncreated per- h 
tect ons er. 9 23. 34. Having once at- 
tained to chis, we ſhall no longer cover to 
be admired, deſire to be commended, fret 
at being undervaluedzl mean not in a ſelfiſh 
manner, but rather break out in a ſpiritual 
paſſion wich the Plalmift;, Ob that 2 
would praiſe the Lord for bs goodueſs, and. 
for his Wonderful works in the childrens of 

men! Plal. 107. 8. 

3. Nay, let me add, * you nd your 
ſelves ready to put your own' {tzmp upon 
Gads beſt coin; to look upon ſupernatural 
giſts and graces wich a ſinful, ſelfiſmadmirg- 
tibo, remember that you have them only. 
io Chriſt Jeſus, and ene them in Me 

ead; 
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Cbriſt; as the Apoſtle, 


bite goodneſs and ſweetneſs, your memo- 


race it ſelf any im 
. 20, J, in %ͤ e 
1, but { iſt is me; I lalourid, yet not 1, 
bat the grace of God, 1 Cor. 1 5, 10.8 ought 
we to glory, I believe, I love, I ain patient, 
irent, humble; yet not I, but the grace 

of God that is with me, Chriſt Jeſus char 


4 
. . 1 


bead ; labour to enjoy 


d elleth in me. Andi a godly ma 


who rhus lives at the very beighr of his 
own Beinp, yea and above it too, knows 
beſt how to reverence himſelf, yes and to 


love himſelf too, and yet without any ſelf- 


Jove: For he loves himſelf in God, and 
his own endowments 28 divine orna- 


ments, 


2. Converſe wich God, and live upon * 
him in the excellencies of all other crea- 


tures, and in all your creature-enJoyments; 
I We cannot live without creatures, as the 


Angels do indeed; but let us come as near. 


wem as we can, which is by. living'aboye 


creatures: place your happineſs in God, 
and your hearts upon him; labour to find 
God all things to you, and in you, and to 


be filled — his folneſs; _ to get 
your underſtandings filled with the know 
eds 85 * 2 


e of God, your wills fille bis 
divine will, your bearts filled wich bis infi- 


ries 
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3 Fang 0 ret” tha x. 4 
ries-filled with the temembra net of bis 
meme pour whole. ſouls filled: with bis, 
boy and pure Images filled with the ſidits 
of his boly Spirit: Nay, let theſe very bo- my 
dyes be filled not only with bis good. b 
creature; but more eſpecially wich bis ne 
good: will in the creatures. It is ſaid of 
indeed of the ſenſual Epicures of the 1 
world ,-that their bellyes are filed with F-the' 
Gods hid treaſare, i. 6. with rate and pre- 
cious delicacies :- But how much better not 

* doth, God fill the bellyes of bis. Saints =p; 
L with. his hid treaſures, when be feedeth ber 
them, with his divipe favour, and dippeth let 
hy hand with them in the diſþ? This is en j 
meat within meat, which che Saints eat are 
of, which other men, though they ſeec 
at the ſame Table, know not of. The 
- glorified Saints mall be ſatisfied wholl 
and perſectiy with the Divine Image, ſhiY; 
ning gloriouſly on them, and in them; t 
p which'parpoſe that of the Pſalmiſt may be 
'- _ accommodated, P/al.+4417: wit. When 1} 
4 awake, Gs. Well, we cannot be ſo ſatiſq 
fied in this life, it ſeems; however; though 
we cannot be ſo ſatisfied with it; yet let the. 
us not be ſatisfied without it, nor ſatisſted dos 
with any thing beſides it: Reſolye, hol) 
ſoul, well, if l mult not be fully ſatisfied with 
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is] the Image of my — Father vil £ 


WJ awake,” I will * dewn and fell 
bungty as I am then; for'T wi not ful 


my mouth wich cbaff, nor my foul with he 


d. bl that the Swint d eat. But, in the 


n e in time, get what you can of God our 
| of . 


.. Enjoyall things for Cod: And has 
theſe: wayes. 


I. Uſe all for him: Thoſe riches; ho- 
nours, intereſts, friends, which are ologgs 
upon the belt of others, let them be as 
heels to you ro carry you Heaven-ward , 


ier pour fouls be winged with thole' very | 


enjoyments, wherewith che wings of others 
are pinie; and that which is fewel ro 
their worldly luſts; let it be 36 fewel” O 
feed and nouriſh your” ſpirirual owe. To 
uſe what we have for God, is the nt w 
of not abuſing it: This is one way of en- 


jeoyiag all for God, to uſe all for i f , 


pet there is ſowet bing bigbet ke "tbe 
Pbraſe of enjoyingall ior God, mm this, 


bi- 


. Value yo creature- 5 fur 
ther than as it legdito God: And dis a 
: dou! e ſenſe too. Fir, Velue things to 
de good only by this, by their leading you 
rich unte God. Terfidam in ſ uo genert i men- 


ſara 


Jura veliquiram; Naw God being tlie Sa-. 15 
pteme and Inſinite Good, any thing 7 far A 


Ns. as it leads to the enjoyment of him 
(ow the enj ayment of God is only in be.. S 
ing like tu him; Holineſs is his Image: Sof £1 
then, every ching is good that tends to] de 
RanRifcation, and to make men pirtakeri P! 
ol Divine Niture. We are uſually miſta- ] 4 
ken in the true notion of gooll and evil 


of mercies and judgements; judging- ac & 
cording to the-caſte, as fooliſh patients do:] 8 
bue Gods thoughts are not as our thoughts Ge 
Meaſure all thing: by che proportion the ©! 


bear; and the tetidency they have to the de 
Supreme Good; and call not any- thing] de 


exil chat brings nearec to bim, nar any. tb 
thing good chat draws off from him. Se 10 
condhy, When you have found a thing that Hit 
is really good, tending and leading to the d 
thief good, and to the poſſeſſlon of him. 4 


labous to enjoy it, and rejoyce init oni 
under this notion, as ſach ; when you l, 

it, let ie be with a pure ſpiritual love i 4 
ſo order your delight in it, tliat it may be 
ſaid, yon do rathet re joyce in tlie ead off - 
ir; than in the enjoyment of it. 
2. Another way of living upon God inf 
the creature, is, To evjij all things, a per l 
taksng of bim. Every good and perfect gift 
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"The ngelical Lift: 207 © 
b from wbove.. Every beam of created 
ght flowech our of the Father of light, 
im! James 1. 17. When the ble ſſed and glorious 
be. God framed this ſtace ly ſabrick bt the vi- 
1 fbleworld, becauſe chere was nothing bet- 
der in the world than bimſelf, be was 
plea ſed to copy out himſelf in it, and to 
ſpread his own infinite pet ft ctions oe it, 
and thorow it, Rem. 1. 20. ſo that every 
particular gœod is 2 bloſſom of the firit 
goodneſs, every created excellency is 4 
dark Cravght of God, anda broken beam 
of this infinite Sun of/Righteouſneſs. Creg- — 
ted lite, beauty, wiſdom, goodzeſs, {weet- 
inel nels, ale nothing elſe but effluxes For ra- 
tber ebullitions out of the ſelf-ſufficient 
fountain, ſeant communications made of 
himſelf, from un treated life. eſſential wil- 
dom, univerſ. ] gooeneſs: And under this 
notion we ought only to en jay them, and 
dei abt in them: Aud if we, co ſo, we dd 
val nat ſo much er joy chem, as Ged in them; 
d Ob labour to do lo! lock upon the per- 
je 3 which you find here below. not ſo 
muchas the per ſections of (hi or that par- 
| 'ticular Being; bat as Wee 
drops riſen cut of? the ſonntein of all per- 
„ fſections, in whom: 4bey-all ef, and gte 
„ oncentred. It n well exprefit-byiGhe dad - > 
. | pamiculet 
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particular Bring "love" the  untvtvſal' goods | 
1, en oe de as che Gyeden 
ot God to You; where every creature is 4 ffn 
flower, from which you my fack' ſome · O 

+ -- thing of the divine ſweetneſs. Alas, at What 
a low and ſenſual rate do welive, when we 
rejoyce in eteatures, either a5 they are e 
cellent, or as they ate ont; whereas ta- 
deed neichet of thele is true: For theyare 
not excellent, but God is excellent in Þ 
them: And how can we call any thing out iu 
own, when God made both us and all fe: 
things for himſelf? Or how in jacious is it 
to the bleſſed God, when we rob bim of 
his on perfection chat he hath imprinted 
upon the creature, by laving it, and de- 
lighting in it not as in him, but a fome- Jw 
thing diſtinct from him Ny, we ate then Þ 
igjurious to our ſelves, as we ſh ill ſee by 4 
and by. Labour to enjoy, and to convetſe 
with God in che creatures. O bow precious] 
are tl thougbts of thee unto m, O Gold! 
cryed Devid when he hid been m2ditating ſexct 
of che creatures excellenties, P/al. 191 7. cially 
L out to abſtract your miads from tertene 
things even iu the enjoymeat of them, and wy 
call upon your ſel ves to ſove, and live, und finſul 
ſeed upon God in them; live not upon the b 
dark ſide of your mercies, but upon the 
34.60 We] | repre 
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e+  JOh bow ſweet js che God that made it ſo 
bat Us there any thing lovely? ir is a picture of 
him whoſe name W Love. Is any ching firm, 
ſable, laſting? ic is'a ſh:dow of thac glo- 
ſous effecte, with whom there is 00 ſha- 
ow of change, Have Jou any thirg 
Wong? it ariſes out of that God wil 
ſutom is everlaſting Nrengib. Dotb atfy 
ul creature give tel, eaſe, refreſhinene ? it 
it Pprings out of the Alſatisfying fulneſs of 
God. Ina word, labour ro climb up by 
very created excellency, 286 by ſo many 
beam to the Father of lights: let all the 
ne- [world be to you as God Temple, end de 
ven ready to ſay of evay place, a3 Jacob,” How 
by {dreadful © rh lac, ſarely thu i no other _ 
fe than the bowſt of Cod! char 'God who runs 
„n thorow all created Beingi, ind from bim, 
4 elves derives ſeyerat prints of beiuth And 
lag ſexcellency all the world over; But elpe- 
15. Hally cake heed of your own er:3red-tom- 
orts, that | they do rot inlerfibly les 
0 - Ages hearts, anch enſnare vou into: 
ad in fül, particular, diſip& ſove of them ; 
heIVbich is a ſin foon © comniitted, bardly 
P diſcerned; 
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fepreſentations of God in chin, Is there | 
1 Þny thing good ? Oh this ig taſte of in. W 
Falte Goodneſs “ Is there any thing ſweet ? 


210 The Angelical Liſe 
diuiſcerged, and moſt hardly reformed. 
Ay be freed trom tþele inordinate a 
ſections, ſure they ate but few, and tho 
few have come dearly by it; av he. ſaid, u 
| 75 calc , with great ſumm they bave 
obtained this freedom; they have payed fot 
it, not with the foreskins of the PhiliſtinesF} 
but with the lives of what they ſo loved 
there being no way to cure this evil diſten 
per, but cutting off the member inſecte. 
with it, the part that it fed upon. As 
branch of rhis head, let me add, labour t 
live upen God in the excellencies of other men 
value them and all their accompliſhme 
only in God, as he that did diligere De 
habit antem in Auguſtino: Admire God 
and enjoy God in them: Where ever yo 
ſee wildem, goodneſs; ingenuity, holine 
]juſtice, or any other accompliſhment : ſay 
Here and there is God. And this is et 
_ honeſt way of making our ſelves Maſter 
of whatever is another mans, and enjoyir 
it, as truſy as he himfelf doth, yea, as truß 
ly as if it were our own ; when we behol- * 
all theſe beams, as coming from the fam 
fountain of lights, and do love them all inf. © 
him with an univerſal love. This is tl 
rare Art of having nothing, yet pole lin 
| al 


—_—_ be Agel Lid. 5211 
all things, of being rich, though dne hase 
L pag of being wiſe, 2 
kuom nothing An 
3. \The laſt way of living upon God in 
the creature, is, To taſte avg feed nö de 
love of God in ibem . got only his com- 
mom bounty, but his ſpecial love in Cr: 
The good will of God gives a ſweet ri 
to every morſel, as I hinted before. Even 
in the midſt of all your delightful, pleaſant, 
ſweer enjoyments, let your ſouls be mote 
'affeted with this, than with them; let 
this be as the A anna lying upon the top of 
all yout ourward comforts, which your 
ſpirits may gather up, and feed updn. But 
this I toucht upon before, cherefore I ſhall 
add no more concerning it. Thus IL hie 
ſhewed yon how you may imitate tha, life 
of Angels in living upon God, even whilſt 
you live in che body. To this I may; add 
; another particular Or worn = 5 
3. Conterſe With God, and lius upon him 
e all hi Ordinauees : Let communion with 
God be your drift in every duty, and the 
5 , very life, and ſoul, and ſweetneſs of every 
ocdinance. Tou never read of a ſoul more 
1 thirſty aſtet ordinancet than Dead, 35 
might appear rr yer if you _ 
„ 4 we 


SI 
: 


— 


2 


1 


» 
ä 
* 
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mel iato the expreſſions; you will find 
Sabat it was not ſa much aſter them, 28 
after God in them; not aſter the dead m 
, (letter; but aſter che living God a. 42.2. vi 
May foul thirfleth for Gd, fir the living 2 
"God, und Ha $442. My brart and my w 
N nl the living" God. ' Lec m 
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the Word preacht or read be a8 4 voyce re 
rom Heaven takiag with 50 let your te 
.conferency be 4 "comment upon that th 


Word g let meditation be ts 4 kind of h: 

'bringirg down God into your ſouls ; and re 

+ prayers 4 raiſing up of your ſculs into le 

Cod] norbicp but faith and love put into FE 

\phraſes.” And fo of all the reſt. en 

4 Converſe with God in all bis Provi fi 

A uencet; proſperity, adverſity, plenty; pe- A 

nne, health, fekaeſr, per ce and per- | m 

plerty. This i a large Theme t- But as 2 

to proſpexity, I bave ſpc ken ſometbing ir 
a ready, under that bead of convert fig 

u ich God in creature. enjoymenis : As for fi 

. r8dyerſity, Fhaveſaid much more ia alarge w 

diſcourſe; to deſeribe and commend the n 

Art of converſing wit b God in afflicttons « a 

h 

tl 

d 


Brie fly at tłis time, con vet ſe not wit h. lo- 
ſes, wants, a fflictions, but with God in 
them; and that mot only with the juſtice, 
N ® r:gh:couſcels, 
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rigleeouſneſs; ſeverity and ſovera igt 
God in them, dur wh with the-poodme 
mercy of God iv/them; bey Bd dark vro- 
videncet; *weohad not nted do d well all to- 
getber ol thedurkt fide of them. If all he? 
wayes of the Lord towurdi this peoples be 
wercy and truth, Pſa; 25. 10 then b 
rougbeſt and molt uncouſti -wayes are 0 
too : 1f-God be wbolly ſove, 1 Joh. 4 6, 
then his very torrectione proceed not from 
hatred : If ic be his name t be good, ind 
to do gaod/ y fal. 119, 68: where have d 
leatnt then to call his i fflichg providenets 
Evils, and divide evil,” which is but one, 
even a God is one, into #xIpe and" Pare, 
fin and uffliction ? ſurely we ſpeaks 1 
And if. God call them fo; "be ſpeake aftct the | 
m inner of mea, ee the 
governing will of God be pure, perfect | 
infinirely/ good and righteous, oug 
not to converſe with it . free and rode 


fol manner; yea and to love it too? In K 


word, „pore not upon cteatufe-chang 
not the uncertain wheels of motion t 
are turning up and down, we kuow 
how, nor bow oft; but fix your ſouls vpan 
that All. ſeeing eye, chat unbounded un- 
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': goadneſs that derivrs it ſelf thorow the 
whole univerſe, and firs in all the 


ol motion, governing all the ſtrange mo- 


\ . tiogs of the creatures in a wonderful and 


powerſul manner, and carrying them all 
in g heit ſeyetal Orþs to one. laſt and bleſ- 
ſed end. | | 


\Thys ichitate ibe Angelical liſe;/even- 
whilſt you are in the body ;- converſe with 


God in ſelf excellencies, in creature · exceſ- 


lenses, Ordinances; Providences And yet 
labour to be mort lite ſham till, to ab- 
ſtract your min ſrom all theſe, and all 


material and ſenſible things, and to con- 
vexſe with God without the help of any 


creature, I mean in the ſpirit, und by a 
ſecret feeling of his Almighty Goodneſs, 
andthe energy of grace, and the communi» 
cqqtions of a divinę life, in your ſouls, In a 
word, if you would taſte of Heayen whilſt 


you are upon Earth, labour aboye all things 


find the holy and blefſed God exerciſing. 
grageand power upon allghe ſaculties 


of your ſouls, and rendring them like unto 
melt; and all theſe powers of che ſoul 


bi 


* 


wheels - 


for /a true conjunction of your hearts with 
God, in s ſecres feeling of bis goodneſs, 
and a xeciprocation of love ta him; and to 


1 * 4 BY, n 
» * 
+ 
* * * _ 
In * 


Fo 


mutual ly lpendivig — bing 
freely and enrizely,: agupon'the-chiefeſt: 


good, hie is their proper and full object. 
| - | Sceing the Saints in glo nee ue like . 
| the Angels of God in cheir way of living 


in and upon God alone, receive, Þpray, he: 
— which I ha ve ſo largely pro- 
ſecuted, and labour to begin that life as 
far as you can, upon Earth. Is there not 
reaſon for ſuch an Inſerenee ? Moth it not 
now flow naturally from the Noctrine ? If 
you think it do not, I will add two or three 
particulars to ſtrengeben this Inference; or 
at leaſt to clear it. | 
1. Ie is highly reaſonable that we begio — 
to be that which we expect co be ſor ever, 
to learn that way of living in which we hope 
to live to all eternity: So that I infer upon 
as ſtrong ground as the Apoſtle, r Fob. 3.3. 
He that bath this bope puri ſiith himſelf, cc. 
- 2, If this be the life of Angely, then it is 
the higheſt and nobleſt life that any created 
Being is capable of, ' As by the bread os 
gels and the rongue of Angeli, che 
cellent food, and the moſt excellent la- 
guage, is underſtood in Scripture ; ſo muſt 
we underſtand this life of Angels, Now it 
ir very ſuitable to the reaſonable ſoul/ that 
P 4 immoral, 


r 2 1 | my 
— 21 i — 8 TD : 1902; Ehe. . | . 
immortal noble Being. to aim at tbe higheſt I not, 
and nobleſt life : Sce A. 26. bat ſoak | pe 
4. 10 in graf fer hu ſou # At 
3. This ſhill not only be our liſe in Hea- 
ven, but it ſelf is ſomething oſ Heaven, 4 J 
beginning aſ Heaven, This lie is not a thing 
+... really diſtinct from life eternal, 70h. 17. 3. h.. 
1 life eternal, ee. 1 Job. 5.13. Tehbaye eter· bi 
wal life.Therttore we read oſ eternal life abi» 
ding in men and not abiding in them, 1 Pub. 
31 SEO Fob.6.5 A boſo exteth my fleſh, 
hatb eternal life;Aboly ſoul thus deiſied, thus 
| livingin-atid upon God, is ay truly glorified. 
upon Earth in ſome degree, as the world is 
enlightened by the morning Sun, which it as 
truly, though not ſo glorionily, as by the 
Sun in its g ext eſt height. Ob low and ig - 
noble ſpirits; that can be ſatisfied with a 
. bappineſs which ſhall only de in the world 
to come Certainly it is true and proper 
ipeech to ſay that a Participation of God is 
nun Anticipation of Heaven; and to be like 
unto him. is to be wich bim. - You ſee what 
. _ reaſon have to mike ſuch au Inference, 
. andfoform ir intq ſuch an earneſt Exhor- 
tation: Oh therefore L heſeech you before 
God and his holy Angels; to endeavour to 
be like him, and Ji er like them !. Oi. SN 
THING | „ n08 1 
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| 
not, How can men on Earth live. like An 
Igels A,. 1. But fell on andimicare them, 
ſrbough it be 4 pofibme.egn;\gbour 
to be c. a9,4k if you cahnot bt altogetber 
I. 2. We gre bidden to bye the life of 
God, Mas. 5. nit. Be per f. d, Ge S Pet. 
. 15. Be 5e lz, c. If 1 ipeak high, how 
ig ſpeak chele Texts ? 0%. Say not, But 
bo can this anima life permit this ! A. 1. 
For I, Thus men have lived in he body. , * | 
Thus lived Enoch, Ges. F. 22. Thus lived, 
Paul, Phil. 1. 21. Thus lived Dauid that 
man aſter Gods oi heart (che greateſt and 
moͤſt divine character that can be given of s 
mortal man) E 7. 25. therghs none up- 
| onEarth that I deſire beſides he a Cannot 
we live in the body except we live to the 
| body? You ſee Saints oon EaHHHH⁰ aboye-. 
other men ngen ed and, pet a litilg. 
more paint, take the other fight,” and you * 
may live above your ſelves too, higher than 
yon do: I will onty add a Motive or two 


to this duty K God.. 


1. The laſt eneripo be overcome, ij eres: 
ture- love: This is the laſt enemy that keeps 
the field] by which alone the greateſt ſort 
of men do periſtyeverlaſtingly ; beat down 
this, and you win the day, and ſhall 235 
Ne | "the 


* 


T % 
* _— ” & YZ 


8 © The Angelival Dife. Ae 
oe pe ese nay the very Coogee” 15 ie | 
is Crown; as 1 ſaid beſore. | 
2. Tolivt upon God bernard to p 

en e the beſt ſenſe. You will 
loſe nothing of the creatare by this means, 
but ſhallenjoy it more fully than ever you 
did. For the creature is ten thouſand times 
ſweeter in God, than it is in it ſelf. Vea in 

a word, this is the way to enjoy all the D. 
world, and to enjoy the accomptiſhments 

of all men, and all things as —_— as if they 
were your own. | þ : 

3. It i the way never to bofe any thing: ex! 

— He that lives upon God, ſpends upon 
ſtock that cannot be walled, drinks at a 
fouritain that eannot be exhauſted. So much 

a we enjoꝶ of God in the creatute, we do 
not loſe with it: and that which we do not 
ſo enjoy, wedeſerve to loſe, This then iu 
the ſecure and honourable life ; in comp#- 
riſon of which the life of a Prince is bur 
wallowing in the mire, Lord give us ev 
more this bread, and hearts ro feed ben ay Pp” / 


"IB Ames, 5 4 
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FINIS. 


Dei Animæ Conſoniume nf 


* 
SLVE - | 
eriphraſis in poſterius #52» 


* 


I Jouw' 4- 16. 
| — 7 95 4 2 Lese U dung, . 
| (mens omni: 
"oo \ Mnia mi tus eſt; idm Dua oft | 
(') 1pſe Deo totaut; ;Forus & inſe Deb. 
Omnia ak | Dea eſt. Ma | 
Deo cnjuſque boni creats | 
Ping ala vires penitiſſi me inſunt 1 
Deo ſolamix ag ue implicant ur 234. 
” | Omnia uite. 


| 0 Dew Mew menus. 
Owne qued feout mihi dat beg a N. 
Onne quodipre ſi gui n prpendi F >, 
; * a dedit appetents 2 
Omne yuod e 72 
Ipſe in Deo ſot us. 
Tn Dee werſor medio, que G piro, 
4 Deo gras diſcere caneapiſca 
uces tat es radii paternd 
Luck regeprg. 


*  Ty/e tet, Dei. 
Nos mei, non Alteriu. creati 
Sun, ( Dem ) Jed 'quantmega, tune ſum | == 
Vita quos à te radios recepi , 

Oro, ri fl. Nat! 


Cotta te uber (Du alme) que . 
{28 mente inftxiors noſtr2 7 
E Alf t wt rebus ſtudeat caducis 
RN Fo generoſa ! 


* 


1 


"Fac teipſum, mi B. we, ip farem 
Haic mee mt ati penitus ſei pſ4, 
r mi D-us, wniorem, 

am ib, tee 


GOD. andthe SOUL: 


R --- oa WE 
A Periphraſe 80 E 
| JoHN 4. 16. 240 


| ---dwelleth in God, ar d God in ohm. 


Y God is All things unto BY 
Al God is alto mige 
lam, O Lord, wholly 104 £4 

And ailo «hol! ly bin 


God is All things unto me, 
be powers of each created ene 
In God are all contain'd;.. . 900 2 
lo him m dere all do by 3s Il 
|  lourith, and are maintains: *y 4 


; EVER... 
1 ; therefore [ pray'dy. 
e gave aſi like wiſe. 
A 5 lam wholly in God. 
1 ch midſt of God * and breath; - 
In him I'm only bright, 


rayes with which I ſhine beneath, 
Are borrow'd from his light. 


1 am wholly God's. 
3 O Lord I'm not at all mine own, 
Nor for another free 
Tier life be a refle&ion, 
0 beams receiv d bc thee 


below thee (Lord) I judge 

belo my Soul; 

05 my nobler mind even grudge, 
Ik If i in duftt, ro rowl/ + 


